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What is man ! 
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CHAPTER I. 



m ■ ■ # 

Tab darkest shades of night completely 
overshadowed the face of nature, as the 
monks of the Convent of St. M«rk pre- 
pared to pay that tribute to departed 
piety^ Which the Virtues of a deceased 
brother demanded. The procession 
moved from £he portal of the.'Ibne pile 
to. the cemetiiry. ' The Abbot, like a 
&ther. paying the last duties to a child, 
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preceded the pMx^ession. The isonorons 
voices of the brotherhood, chaanting a 
xequium for .the soul of the departed, 
alone usounded oa the breeze which 
swept along the ground. 

The bier on whi6h the corse was 
placed, was at length deposited beneath 
the altar of the chapel. The mellow 
notes of the orgfein mulled '4to deep 
tdies with the voices of (he saofiks^ 
whUe petfonning the last eeremony 
ttsually observed on 4X)mimttii^ the 
remains of a departed brother teethe 
cold jaws of 1^ tcbib. Hfe - «ervice 
was neaiflyisobclodedy wlien a^messen* 
gef> in breathless ha^^ foUowed by the 
porter who tiMeluted tite dtior» rwbed 
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into the chapel, and» on being intro- 
duced to the Abbot, desired to see Fa- 
ther Anselmo. 

^* Father Ansdmo," repeated the su^ 
perior, ^ dost thou not know my son^ 
that be has departed this terrestrial 
fphere Sot eyer — we are abont to com- 
mit his last remains to its parent earth.'' 
• Tbe messenger appeared struck with 
surprise; but recovering himsdi^ he de- 
livered to the Abbot a letter, directeil 
to Anselmo, a brother of tbe Convent 
of St. Mark; whicb, as soon as tl)e fu- 
neral rites were concluded, the ho\y 
Father opened, and read as follows : 



^ JEianCea lo tbp ;cfaat$iia of tbe Mar 
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'^ quis di Mon^^Ifiu The band of death 
^^ is OB him. In his intervals from the 
most excruciating agony, he is con* 
tinuaHy inquiring for you-^haste/ or 
your holy interposition will be vain.'"' 



€( 
€€ 
€€ 



*^ Hasten !" said the messenger, im* 
patiently, ** let, one of the Teverend fa- 
thers accompany me ; the consoiatioqs 
of religion will render - him hftppy in 
his last Hioments." - ^; - j 

^ Bertrandv'' i^id the Ah'bot to a 
monk, who iiad, - biit a' short time, he* 

4 

jlbre, renounced the worid,./^ attend 
this person to the t^bateau di Mpntgalfi ; 
let the dying man's sor^ow^ be deposi- 
ted in thy breast. Thy jaety will a0brd 
him consolation.*'* - 
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Thq monk bdwed^ crossed his tirms 
on his bosoin> and left the chapel. 
Preceded by the messenger; he soon 
arrtf^ at the chateau .di Montgalfi. 
The holy fiither was usbered into the 
ehamber of the dying man> wh6 had 

idst rteovered the effects of a paroxysm; 
and on some restoratives being adminl- 
4gtv9d, waa iniificiently refcovered to re- 
oeiye the consolatioa of the fellier. 
On the appearance^ he started; but 
again recovering the little strength 
Ivhi^K remained to him, he said :•— * 
-' ^^ How*--wbere k AnseUna ? jb the 
Holy BMn stilt iinaMe to quit tUt Con- 
ireot^ to lull the waking troubles of the 
knind^ and smooth the pillow of depart^ 
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Ing life ? say» why did he not answer 

the last summons he wiH ever receive 

from me ?'* 

^* Be composed, my son ;^' said Ber* 

irand^ *^ the wilt of Heaven be done^ 

forbid it that we should arFaign the de« 

crees of Omnipoteiifie I Father ^«?^^ 
mo has left us for ever r* 

• ^' For ever !'* repeated tiie Mar^i» 

(<^ 'tis well he has but preceded me a 

little. An hour wilk elapse, and theft 

we meet again 

** Let not his death affect yo»i** eoiw 

Vmned the monk ^ ** in my bosom ^e^ 

posit the weight of thy sorrowe^ an J 

the conic4ation which rdigito affords 

I wiU admiinster to tbee/^ 
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^ My offeiice8» in the eye of Heaven, 
I trusty are not unpardonable;'' said 
the dying man^**^ but I have a charge 
of >the moit sacred Batqre— a daughter^ 
Sbe^ alas ! will 80on> toasooiH be an or« 
phan. The ^fiat of Heaven is gone 
ftrtb ; and my child^ my Angelat wilt 
lose the support wbich has hitherto pro? 
leetedriier.' It is to you, fatherj J would 
with to consign ber. Placed in your 
care^. beyond the reach of temptation^ 
till the period whea time shall fix her 
k^ a ntuation^wbicbj.had I retained my 
Mortal ooverii^ a little longer^ itr would 
have beea my first wish to have seen. 
:iil^ in.^ «r till the veil shall have seclud-* 
ed her from a world, in which the ma^ 
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chinations of the malevolent and avari* 
cious, too often triuniph over the unsus- 
pecting andingeniK)U».'*. 

" Son/' Raid the mbnk» " remember 
that the deed which Hesuren saoctionB 
is irrevocable ; and that, though the 
inscrutable ' ways of Providtoce may 
permit vice to triumph/ j.u8tice will at 
length attain an ascendency, and truth, 
pervert the dark-laid schemes of vitiany 
— proceed my son." : 

. " i wonld wisli,' ' contin ited the Maar* 
^nis, ^ that my daughter should be 
thy'care. The ebb of life rolls. fast 
away;" ■ 

At this moment the roHing of cap« 
riage-w heels in the court-y^rd;^ ao^ 
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BODDCed the arrival of a^ visitor. — 
" Thank Heaven," continued the 
Marquis, ^' my prayen^ were heard ^ 
xny Angela will not be left friendless^ 
The protection an uncle can afford will 
be hers," 

A servant entered to announce Jibe- 
€hevalier Manfredino ; and a moment 
bad scarcdy elapsed, ere the two bro*« 
thehs were folded in the arms of eacbi 
otber« 

. " My biother,!' j«tid Manfredino>. 
'* in what a situatioado I find you 1^ . 

*f Receive,'' petumed. the Marqpis,. 
with difficulty, rising from his pillow 
a».. he. spoke^-^ receive the sacred 
charge I am about to deposit in your 
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hands. My dsragbt^^ tay Aogda^ re* 
ceif e her c^ me\ This holj^tber,' - <qoq- 
tiDued he> tnmmg to tiie mosk^ ^^friUrwi^ 
Bess the precious reqiiest. Th« eady; 
friendship which I entertaioad for the 
Count de Valmonti claims^ that w our. 
children that friendship should be eoiiti* 
Bued. LM them be uoitod.. It was 
the last veq<ttest of 'hisv&ther,. whom £ 
attended in his last nomeBts; it is Itjke^ 
wise mine — my thread of life is spna*-^ 
let me see my daugt^r once again^ 
ere I am no more/'-^The^ lorely^ 
Angela, at this, naooient, entered the 
room.) 

<< Approach^ my daughter/' said he» 
;^ Tq the guardiaodbip of your uncle 



- « 
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and thii- goctf prifM^ i vemgn jmi^-* 
Image of anadored wife,'' continued be^ 
taking he» hand,. '^maj. thy life pass^ 
tess cfaequered«wtth sorrowa than, that 
of thy iainted. mother y noaf each rii» 
ing and ^setting ran witness theetrai)«- 
qniliand minKffled^as thy nMxnents have 
llithiert^ iwan ;>-^give mjc wishes for 
(Bivefy ba|>i>ines» whioh. can attend miNr^ 
tald^. to VaJendo^-o^uMl my etemal adiett^ 
likewise give him^ Him I have choseO' 
as'fiie partner of thy riper yeanp;* he 
has- beea< that of thy childish onesr^-^ 
Dees thy heart,, ttif daughter, beat iresr 
ponstve to the choice ? — Oh 1 my chiid> 
taiay a &w revolmg years-secure thee 
tiiie bappiiiew. whioh^to last breatit of 



1 2 ITAUAN MAUAAUDERS: 



thy father wiU be spent iii' pra^erB to 
promote!'' 

His voice failed faim ; andrheaviDg a 
deep sigh, which- responded from the 
heart of. Aagelft^ expired. The weak 
frame of the orphan sunk beneath the 
shock; a succession of iaintaog fitsfol* 
l9wed, which left her at length nearly 
as exhausted as that father for whom 
her unceasing ^ial efforts had been exr 
hausted in.ymn* . . 

The hectic flush which in general 
mantled the face of Manfredino, disap- 
peared, and. a sallow p^euess overspread 
his f49ature$/ He retired with precipi- 
tation from tlie appartment, desiring 
the confessor to foUow him. 
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The Kecovery of Angela was slow and 

m 

doubtful^ and four days elapsed ere 6he 
was sufficiently restored to quit her 
chamber. Manfred i no, in the mean 
time had been employed id giving di^ 
rections ibr the funeral ef bi» brothen 
He had; several, times^ been, observed 
by the domestics in close conference* 
with the monk. Scarciely a day elapsed 
but they were closetted together, and 
no traces of regret were n6w to be 
observed on the stern features of the 
Count. Onhe^ring that hia unfortut 
nate niece had quitted her bed for the 
first time,, he desired her attendance in 
jbhe saloon. Angela immediately en« 
deayoii(e4 to obey^ and.Mipportipg ber- 
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wlf on the shoulder of her attendant re* 
paired thither. 

On ^rpproacbing the^ dbof ef the 
room^ she fancied she heard a^eonfased 
nnrmnr within it^.boton her nearer ap*^ 
ppoaGh it ceased^ and the door openings . 
Manfredina appeared. He inquired 
mth apparent tenderness^ into the state 
erf her health>. and takii^ her handled: 
her^ to a Gh«r. 

**»5 haM requested: this interyiew,^ 
said he>^ *^ in the presence of the holy 
&tiher^ Bertrand»4n order to inform yon 
of thii-disposition we have made Ibrthe 
fotnre disposal of yourself. .A^^reeabiy 
to the last wishes^ of your father^ we 
tevefdeoicd the CoBrent af UimMue 

■ ■ ■ ■ ' 
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ITanBy. near ■ ■ ■■ i » for . your future 
DesideDce/' 

. Aogda iUrtady^Miat her unde shduld' 
prefera ConveKksa ceoiote» to those 
more inxaeiiUelyi iu.tfae vtcinity, wm at 
eiroomsfeaiice inexplicable*. Manfro*<^ 
Jiao*howe¥er Goutiaoeck^- 
■•^^ You eeem surpmed ; . the fetioe«i 
mexA^ which we have chosen for youi 
]i> in ererj wesfeei,. the laoat eligible.. 
The holy Abbess is the mother of the 
ooiiiiiaunity> audi, will he. hi^py,lD jre*- 
ceive you. upon the unord o£ tfaia.iomv 
wnd father. Whea the last duties mo 
performed whiohr. the memory, of myi 
deceased brother demand^ you shall: 
d6p»«i for the place e£ j^our &tw0 Jte« 
sidence. 
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: Angda burst into tears^^'^ Must I 
then/' said she, '^ leave the spot which 
contains all that is earthly of the best 
of father's 1 but, I am resigned ; the 
y^Hl of that iatiier must be fulfilled >. . 
and ill should I deserve the affection 
which he always evinced . for me, could 
Inbtbear'thp'losjsevenof life with for- 
titude!" 

'^ The last request (^ my departed 
brother/' said Manfred ino,'' was that 
1 wotild secure an asylum to shield 
yoorfroin. the temptation and treachery 
6£ the world; A messenger has been 
dispatcfaed-in order to prepare the sistw- 
hood for your reception. When my 
military dutieapermit I shall visit yoa» 
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in the seclusion, which till yon are of 
an age todetertnine for yourselfi Heaven 
has designed for you— farewell, my 
daughter ; when the stilt hour of mid- 
night envelopes the earth with its 
sombre shades, we will consign the sad 

■ 

remainis of your fiither to the ould 
tomb. The holy father Bertrand' witi 
officiate, and his pious prayers wdl^ 
accompany the fleeting soul to its last 
abode." ',.■:'.. 

He quitted the apartment, followed 
by the monk, leaving the alarmed and 
agitated Angela a prey to the most 
agonising sensations. Bereft of father> 
friends, an orphan, aboiit to be com- 
mitted to the care of strangers^ of whom 
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tiU this sad iKMir she had never heardj» 
and who could not possibly have con-^ 
ceived half that affection for her whicl^ 
die had ever been accustomed to xeceive 
firom her departed parents* ^' I musU 
said she^ ment«Uy> *^ fly ta the walls of 
a Convent for that peace> whieb^ is, 
abt ! . too oftea sought in vain, i^ the 
workL The roses which dedk tlnaiMdlv 
^ Ufe . too soon fifcde^ and onl^ tfaorasr 
Kenuun to remind us of the flowera- 
wbich once bloomed on the snme st«m^ 
Hajppinesa and mis»y anvobpl te^^ 
eloaely interwovea;. we ci^onot tasfe^ 
the one without drinking deep <tf the 
other, and while we inhale theiU-wght^ 
of blissy the^regs remind us of the unr 
certainty of its continnance,? 
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CHAPTER 11. 



TfiB-tliiclteiirag gloom of «feniiigfoui«i 
Jtsog^ Atting at her window^ in the 
ttMdftncludy ptnsiveness of restrained 
iKnrraw. The preparatiens for ihe ap* 
yroacfaiag aolenm oeeasien wwe. xsod- 
thided^ and sh@ waa raamonedby hef 
tnde to attend the corse of ft leved 
{lareDt to its last abode. 
v'la the^ hdSl were asaemUed the de^ 
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niestics beloirging ta the estaBlishnient 
of the late Marquis, whose swoln eyes 
and slow unwilling step, as they fol- 
lowed the remains of their beloved 
master^ bespoke their grief proceeding 
from the heart. 

^'The sofcinn procession m lengrti 
mov4d forward. Imrnediately after the 
bifer, followed the I^y Angda^learf* 
ing on the awn of her uncle,, pr^^ingj 
a few of the m^st intimate friends of 
ilie deceased. They were joined nea» 
lihe chiftpet by «ome mottles from ^ 
$naU mcrnastry which was attached to^ 
it. They had been, both founded and 
tsidomei by the late benevolent de 
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Mohtgalfi^ and intended bj him, as a 
mausoleum in iviiicb the ashes of himv 
self and bis suQcessors might repose. 
• The procession having reached . the 
chapi^I, entqred the body of the pile, 
and the corse was deposited below the 
altar. Contrary to the intimation 
which Angela had received from her 
ungle, the Abbot read the cietemonyj 
and the deep . responses of the. monks 
udded.to the solemnity of the'awAU 
seme. The. fretted, wails of: the chapel 
H'ere scarcely, discernibl^i: through Ibe 
niisty \glooh]»r.which' :ihfi raysi of ' the 
iiH'Ghe^ that surroiinded the liltar^sterved 
-b|it to render the.more perceptible*. 
The last sad- ceremony conclud^^ 
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the procession returned slow and sad 
across the plain which divided the cha* 
teauirorathemonastry ; whenAngela» 
overcome by the varied agonising emo- 
tions which agitated her, caught the 
hand of her uncle for support His 
arm sustained her till they reached the 
idiateau, when, ovdering the attendance 
of the Confessor from St. Mark's, be 
delivered his niece to the care of ^ 
attendants, and retired, darkness lo vert- 
iag ^'ev his brow, to his apartments. 

Tfte aaa ai tengidi surmouBting f&e 
alpine banier, whkb eunwisiy stEore 
to interoept its rays, darted full intQ,the 
chamber of Angela, and a nighf s le* : 
iirestung dumber having jp &c restoipe^ 
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lier^ she began, assisted by her atten^ 
dant, to maite ^paratioa for her de- 
IMMftum for the Convent, her nnde 
'^ving pre^ously mformed her th4t 
th&t evdtit wmM iinmedtatel3r sacceei 
<the banal of heriklher. 

- Her task was completed ere the 
4>feiAfilBt4^U rammoiied ber to the 
saloon. Thither hovi^ever vhe laMtae^ 
Sanely reptRred* On her entrance she 
discovered bier teide «kA Bertrand ia 
"Clos^^cdttteriialkHi, which her appeal^ 

£ftditao hararMy desYTod her to be Seated. 
: 4fc«jlriikrt was *c<m^ 
lidic^oliy^paiiy^eaTfy in* Ailmice. This^ 
b!o#e«ar^ wite'breikeniit kii^by Mm^ 
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fredino— '* Angela," said he, address- 
ing her in an accent rather kinder than 
that in which he had previoudy spoken 
to her, " we have been induced to con- 
fide you to the maternal care of th^ 
Abbess of the Convent of St. Ursula, 
near ■>" 

:, Angela .npdded assent, Manfredinp 
continued — 

. ^^ The motives which have influenced 
Qur d^tertninatiops in adopting thi3 
.Convent for your future abode in pre- 
.jG^e^ce tp those with, w^icb 3:ou .ace 
.l^etter acquainted, are yarious^ 7^^f^ 
you will, be beyond the macbiQatiyn of 
ih0 libertine; secluded from the e» 
ample ^.nd; company of the inhabitantis 
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of the worldy your ideas will naturally 
turn' to that solace within^ which a 
wdl-regolated mind always possesses, 
lam again summoned to the seat of 
war ; my ahsence» hoHrever9 will in no 
wise affect the plan which reason has 
marked out to us as the only course we 
can pursue. The holy father will ac^ 
company you to the Convent ; the 
sisterhood, upon his introduction, will 
receive yoii into their bosom; the 
church will at some future period be 
open to you, or if a suitable establish-^ 
ment should offer, your happiness shall 
be my first wish — Adieu/' They then 

• * «* ■ 

together left the apartment. 
With tremulous and sorrowful steps 

C 
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Ai^fMtaced the waf to facr ehamber. 
Shaatitl tbMfgfat nbe beard the toKi&g 
^teir fbther's kneif t '< Alati r cfksd 
Sh€s ^* in tb^ ^tttehtit iiEi wkidk H^H 
ftiy ftt^er^ Aft «l€<p<isife^ is ^artfeied n^ 
iB inljr ft^ity » So Mon to be battisfaed 
tHrib M^iies id wifteh mjit oiify h^ppy 
hottili ftuM«^ b^eeft pdMed» C^teMe^he 

Ihat cMi coitdttiiite n^y lift|^kiesi^ b itt^ 
teed tbie grtatest pattg ftey oan 
Bfit J0t fKe, tuy fiifiier, let tne^ dr^'Xi^^ 
ihh fttftcdtd sjfMrt f€^ '€y^i visit tfay 
iOttd) $ let we etep /Oie coM ^afbfisi 
MttdeieA isacred by fby dust, lo my 
bosom ^ and, ob ! forgive ^ tttpioitt 
^iSsb, tinrt, in the cfaifliiyg ^mlMae» I 
night forget my miseiy for ever/' 



*r^/»^ 



Adoptiiig this suddeft rewiutioii^ ab* 
bastiljr equipped herself and having 
desoended, slowly traversed the wiud^ 
iag path wiiich led fix>m the chateau to 
the chapeL An avfiil sensatioB seized 
her (remalous frame a3 she entered th9 
ydie i with slaw and nneqoal paces she 
affMToached the altar, and sunk upoQ 
the stone whkb had been placed over 
4b9-grave« 

^^ J^ the or49Qn8 of Urn wretched ace 
{lemntted tQiieaclii the mansions of the 
4^t,^' cried dfL% '* then surelj^ ^e 
4iede <iC my revered fothc^ wontd hover 
#ver the deaertfd offspring of hit^ love. 
Sfc3l would hi9 <benignant ahade eave^ 
Jbfie ^ foWf which the persecuf 
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l^ons of Tate appeared to have aban* 
doned to despair and .wretchedness^ 
£iend tne thy protection/* she conti- 
nuedi ^* lend thy celestial aid to the de- 
serted Angela. Oh ! enable me to en* 
durOy with resignation, the ill and per- 
secutions which the avaricious and the 
Inalevolent are ever heaping on the or- 
phan and the helpless ! Blessed shiade !** 
c<mtiiiued she^ *' methinks I see thee 
^in thy celestial habitation^ praying the 
assistance of the blessi^ in endow- 
, ing me with strength to overcome the 
difficulties which appear to be accumu- 
lating around me. I will obey thy 
warning voices even now, my father, 
thy whisperings will act be disregarded. 
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Thou formed m j lafant mind to endure 
the abockfi of fate; why then should I 
shriiik appalted because the envenomed 
shaft. .16 flown* Not one appeared tb 
yftttd it from me, and I must bear the 
barbed sting/^ 

• With fimltering steps she turned from 
ib&wfioltp atMi walked towards the cha- 

teaiiy ¥Hth a heart at least more resigned 
that^ whe» she 1^ it Pensively she 
retraced her steps^ and entered a gate 
which opened upon a iawn flanked by 
posterna of flowers. She seated her- 
self ott a rude b6nch^ reared against 
the trunk of ab aged ash, coeval nearly 
with the turrets of the building. 
** Her^'' said she, casting her eyes 

■ ■ ■ c'd ■ 
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wraiid^ ^ here have I iBpeot my l»p» 
]piiest faourB) here have I receivdl tiid 
lessms which the patconud «oIicfttide of 
the he^ tt fathers dictated, as the surest 
method of fiNrtifywg my mind i^nst 
the attacks of misfortune. Alas t how 
Moa bav^e I swerved Urem his iegimo 
tions; Imw sooei doea the teidity 4rf :mI»* 
mity dispel the ¥ain bamers^- ^iGh a 
stcHCor a philosopher causea iMg;ai&8t 
the affsctioas of oar nature, ^ia hem 
the %scmvpan«»i of my childiafaj^Miilis.; 
my beloV^ Vderi* £r«k taught my 
inywavd heart to feei^ sematido which 
only he could raise. Bat wtiea will 
retrospectioa eease ? How oft shall 
T; whea stretched on my tone^ouch at 
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6t Uniti]a» conceive myfdF wandering 
tfetnmgb the labjrrinthi, wbtck Valerio 
•M myself were wont to traverse in 
cor happier hoiini* But to what a re* 
aitfy .wis the niidn%bt corfew awaiD^ 
mti when widi its damormis ami dole* 
Mnote it sammoib the ^wretched xnp 
luMbitants to a diityy ill ^Kcordsng witfi 
the feelings d the heart V* 

The footsteps of one of the domes- 
^es Jtppioaehtng^ intemipted fte wa^^^ 
^erlDigs irf* lier mii^iiiatkm s and elud- 
ing ihe observation of any one^ she 
left the «po^ and hastened to het 
diamber. 

Srom the window site perceived l&e 
travc^g ctjinipag!^ ready j and her 

<J4 
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attendant soon after enteeed ^to io&rm 
jbier^ that her hpljr.poadfictor /awaited 
Jtor in the hdl. She inlmediately iie«' 
soended to itj where Bertrand received 
b«r ; and - having handed her into the 
carriage and seated himself he desicei} 
the postilion to proceed^ telUhg ibe 
attendant of Angela to foUaw in- the 
next vehicle. • " ' . 'r 

; Soon the waterft of the lAdriatiCy. 
a^d the lofty dames and gilded^ spires 
of YeniQes were, lost , in distance* fThe 
t)«^ntjie^ j(>f Nature, however^ ^miply 
cpinpeni^ed. fi>r those of act/ r The 
sun, nearly at its meridian height^ yar 
Tjang tiie ^^ontr^cting shadows every 
tbc^y proc^ed^ till at length 
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Hotfaing of them remaiDed, Kang re^ 
splendant. Tile tell pine and moun^ 
tsguuhushf gently waved their leafy feli^ 
age to the breeze. The mind of Acs 
gela, wearied with the continual in^ 
quiietude which had of late agitated it^ 
sought relief hi the beauties of the 
surrounding scenery* The most ab« 
stracted cannot view with indifference^ 
the beautiful and sublime with which 
Natufe ^boundis; The mind of An^ 
geliB» on viewing them so* exquisitely 
diversified, acquired 9 catrn^ which had 
been: fos some time a stranger, tn her 
bosom^^ 

•^ Ah,** sighed she mental^;" ♦* had 
I been permitted to h»re passed mj^ 

C5 
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fipiti]^3 dis{)e£v»ing tbe btessings wjbioh 
|I<3fivc0 had m mtsparkigty kviiiied on 
xaej to tbe ifidtgent wd Ahe poadittU 
IvMV ]>leaset(i .hud hf»u my lot; theiit. 
indeed^ I had nftt (^iiviad tiie {Macfifiil 
bind tbe imnqoillii:^ iwbich jbe ee&aQ»f» 
emn^nJiy to posa^ss. 

The taciturnity »4iich Tfiigned with^ 
in inhi^ Tiehi€^# «as ill calculated to 
bMtiish dthie tJwn of mdiancbdly jnefleo 
tioRs JDito iivbich die liad &Ben. Ber« 
^and naintained a sullen filbEioe» 
iF^Hcb a)^ (did .not arentuiEe to break* 
till the lingering beams of the de^ 
^IM^ Sim gflKe fdaoe iq Abe milder 
f^ ^ the fcLver mooiu £be l^ri 
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Ifu^ miH^. Ve. W^Vt a restiag-placer 
^(bffiki '^ yofit bright 4Mrb tti^9t baw 

m fi^ TfifOfid'^ mepbgO, howpvtdr, in a 
short time^ be abje tp procure at least 
«eqemtfy refteabment fer yau; but 
f»r ftfty wi)L fM»t be .of loqg 4ttr«^ 

Angela 4ptd 2m4 feel mcUaed to infer* 
11^ a second time I ^nd she agaift 
g^!!^ fkudimcie to her ibiPxner peiisiy^ 
mdaqehply tram of icle^s, These^ 
"bffwev^t wen9 iobmnfteA by tiift 
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of the horses W89 nearly ^haasted^; 
and that ^er wa^ :i^raid they would not 
be able to reach the next post'^house^ 
before the; storm^ which he foresaw 
approaching^ sho^ldhare rendered the 
roads of the forest^ through which theip 
route lay, nearly impassable. 

Angela immediately let down the 
blindsj which had been carefully^ in 
spite of her earnest intreaties to the 
contrary, drawn up by Bertrand^ and 
found that the prognostics of the driver 
of the machine were but too well 
founded. The mqonj which had late- 
ly shone in its fullest splendor^ sudr 
denly became clouded in the most im«> 
penetrable darkness, Thickcaaing ya« 
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fdfatffneBttf obseared the whole scene; 
The wind howled among the craggy 
Tocks^ and the yawning caverns sent 
fivrth the reiterated echo.- The foam>- 
ing cataract^ as though indignant at 
the opposition which }t met with from 
the blasts dashed with tenfold fury 
against the bed> which> by the con- 
tinued rushing of its current^ it had 
worn in the. solid rock^ and growled 
aIo»g its pebly track with a murmur 
hoarser than usual Suddenlj( a loud 
ch^ of t^mnder, preceded by a flash 
of Itghtning, which appeared for an 
infant to iHumine the whole form of 
Nature^ and by rendering them vi$i-< 
ble^ increased the gloomy horrors of 
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terrific iUig^lft Y9m fkeeA, mw^raren 
fHfwaffliiiA^fiiriawnte^ tiAfLQ^casA 

firstj dbcloied to the affiriglnted p^ytiK 
Miw » IM-^i^Gi^ down* vjyeip^ ih^ej^ 
ipiMt iMMFJ^ly bare beeopr^cifiitatedU 
IkAi} n^ tbe. ip<3(mrat9ry glwee 4iae|»r 
Tiwpjdito tbfioi Ihfar i^taj^ioa. Torniog 

todi dftngeiCr ai»i MitcmjEig tlus f«M»trt^ 
ti)0 mn .deicenSed id iorcent^* Tbe 

Irtftsti for ^eotairiei^ haiit iNBneatJI^ . the 
foroe jaf the wkid^ and bowed Am 
leafy Aofift to the resifltfeas . piseflBiiw. 
Tuk% leaqpefrtr hc^everr ^ iopgih lo 
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the ruling civnenls inom tk^ neigb* 
iM>iiriBg' hjliSf M«iGki$d'llM» fejrdi^ pro- 
|;na68 pf Ihe damage neftrfjr i»p0«» 

^ W^ win fOi^bt^'^ md Bettrmd, 
^ (U «HNi M we limch tihe spnmiit «£ 
the hUl up which we are ascending^ i 
)wow ^frieiidljr cottager, who iims at 
g flb^-dtftBDce frwa Ae mud, wilw 
wHl ^hSly «dbend l# ti» thf^ ishdter 
w&icb his iioBoitebte itiof afcM^^^ 

Ai^ela gladly amentedt; Md ifae 
Wtergr aaixnab hairing ;at length gov* 
mCKuated ibediffieuhies which impedfid 
tfieir prc^iedSt' airired at the ead >of a 
iMirroarlaBef bntacbkig ift^xuft the mam 
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road through the forest^ into its more 
intricate recesses. 

" Here/* said Bertrand to bis pas- 
sive companion^ '^ we will alight^ and 
ordering the postilion^ as he spoke^ to 
baity be opeoed the door of the Garridge> 
and taking the hand of Angela led her 
from it;. 

'« Direct/* said he to the maB, « the 
people who are in the other carriage^ 
when they- arrive, to stop, and bring 
me notice o£ their appearance. Some^ 
ibing-'HHist have detained them on the 
road/' contimied he, seeing Angela 
about to express her regret that her at-^ 
tendant was not with' her» '* but a short 
tine will bring tbem bere^ and if not 
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I will send some of the sertrants of my 

friend in pursuit of them. They are all 

well acquainted with the intricacies of 

the wood. Pray/'*— continued he^— 

turning to the postilion^ ^^ when did yob 

first notice the absence of the other 

carria|;e» which Mowed us from Ve« 

nice/* 
^^Th6 I»3t time I saw it/* replied 

the ^man^ ^* was when we stopped ttf 

sunset ; but I did not miss it till we 

reached this place/' 

^^ Something may have delayed its 

arrival a few mcMnents/' returned B^P' 

trand ; ** but come/' continued he^ tak-* 

ing Angela'^ arm in his, /^a few h9ur9 

flound repose^ after the horrors you hate 
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baufited strength.^ - 

my tbMy^ several wmdingr of thi» 
Ibraits M nil abfUfliAgle <cf 4b9fMl> 
Ibajr-steoA opposite a «»al] deof^vrhieh 
sppeaf^i^'toftotho^Hily BAoAod-^f -gaiiW 
mg ati mtr«Msa to an apparently Wy 
extenflive range of buUdin^. . Bertamd^ 
fHtk tbo b«t^«id of « pistol; wliioh %e- 
d re w from>«nder %1s pi4ed(;^d'halbit,«tFuck 
two knocks at the portaL At the si^k 
of such « weapon in tb0 bande ^af Tier 
Spiritual conductor^ her appvehensioK 
had flMriy deprived hoi of all MnsaCionw 
Sb^ hvvrefer^ .oon^aered tier feelinga;. 
N^ soirndTOtumed llR^«ng|l^ i»t«t^ 
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c€ Bertmnd tor admUtaooe^ nve the 
hollow breathings of the wind tbitm^ 
tbe interior of tiie buildingt. Bertraod 
lepeated the Uow wkfa redoubled Fefao» 
meace^ and at taigtb a rough voict da* 
xnanded liia naaae of the itttruder> who^ 
at auch an mseaKmable hour* diatnilied 
tise repose of the Bolitaiy iumatesof the 
pale. 

'^ A friendt'' aoswored Bertnaid. 

^ A Griendf repeated the »a<)jairer» 
^ wo haire seldoai any vititora of tiiat 
de9criptioii->«thy uame?'^ 

^Pietrai de CroaooV Polled 8er-^ 
traod. In 4i voioej the wry echo eC 
which nade Angela tremUes ^mw 
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; '^^ JOe Gronco,". replied the othert 
uolQckiog the gate; whicbi though of 
small dimensions appeared to be very 
securely &steiied> by a number of 
Ibolts and bars» which as he drew them 
back> grated on their rusty fiustenings. 

The unfolding doors at fength openr 
ad* and Betrand entered> dragging the 
trembling Angela after him* An im* 
penetrable darkness reigiied within the 
pile^ till the lanthorn of their guide being 
Ufishifted^ in part disclosed the horrors 
6[ the place. ' The door opened into a 
kind of courts which was open to the 
roo{^ through which the rain^ in many 
places^ bad entered in torrents. The 
walls were hung with a^|Kareitf ly use* 
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less weapons of dtfence^ and the stone 
pavement, strewed with lumber of va* 
rious kinds. 

Angela scarcely able to itand, sar- 
veyed the internal of the building with 
as much terror^ as she had ah hour be- 
fore done the wars of the elements in 
the forest, and secretly wished. herself 
there again, though exposed to its utr 
jnost fury. She be^ah to doubt intern- 
ally the identity o€ her holy protector ; 
and as tibe idea crqssed her mind, a 
aensation freed, her heart, which her 
greatest fortitude could scaccely con- 
tend with. She was roused^ however, 
l^tiiie rough voice of her guide, desir* 
ing B^rand to resign her to his care. 
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Sfeie riunudc appalled at the idai> and 
lafeiBg ber eyes ia thoee of the ciaim* 
ant^ which she saw fixed upou her, 
nunly endea?oured to diseover a ray 
of kindness oa them. Thefeatares^ 
dark as his Imsiaess appeared to be> 
possessed not a lineament by wbidi die 
conhl find a way to his bealrt Taa 
form athletic as the statue of Hercules^" 
which appeared formerly to have deco* 
rated that part of the edifice near 
which they stood, but whi<^ firoa its 
mutilated state, could not now be coat* 
sidered an addition e?e» to Ae qaot in 
which il was situated, he joined features 
faaird and ferocious; a Uaek patch pa 
<me dieek, abe?e whidi a larger scaif 
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was seeo» added io tbe brotitlity of 
bh appearance > a dagger, stuck ia 
bia girdUi?^ conqpleied the iemUaQoe 
of nqlhiiig huiDaa^. 

In a liacsii diacordaat Yoice he de- 
sired Angela to take bis ararw And Ber* 
trand foUawti^ ea the other side^ tb^ 
parsed the rained pari of |;he edifice^ 
jmd aciiyed at the foot of a flight of 
8}airs, decayed ia many part«» Up 
these they .aaceoded, and entered a gal- 
kifyf^Mthe6uthe$t end of whicb her 
jguide f topped) and dtaired her to enter 

■ 

an apartmesfl^ wbicbbe said wastbe 
bert the pbce adbrded. It was larg? 
and dreary. In the middle of it huog 
attsp^nded ifom theceittnghp a hurge iroa 
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lamp^ which had been recently filled 
with oiL Bernardo applied the lamp* 
which he held to the wick, . but the 
dull glance which it reflected, did noti 
permit her examming the large. paii\t- 
ed glass casements, through which the 
rays of the sun were formerly admitted^ 
but which, from long neglect, had be- 
come, nearly impenetrable.. A. large 
topped-bedstead, whose anciently mag* 
nificent hangings, be^oke it to have 
been of considerabie note a cent^i^y 
before, but which was £ist_£Edling. to 
decay, occupied one corner of ^ the 
room; a large arm-chair, and an oak- 
table, which appeared .to im fixed to 
the floor, compri^ the whole of the 
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furniture with which this abode of 
dresry'scdttude was decorated. 

** This, SigDora," said the wretch, 
whom Bertrand, or as we shall in future 
deoominrfte Pietnt>» called Bernardo, 
•' Will m future^be your abode, as long 
as the wHi of our mastar orders it so. 
¥our long journey must have left you 
in need of repose. You will, I sup- 
pose, immediately retire; some refresh- 
ment shall be sent you, by your future 
attendant^' Turning to Pietro, he con- 
tinued; *^ that disguise can no longer 
be of service to you, divest yoliFseir 
of it." 

Pietm threw his monkish habilia^ 
meats on the ground. 

VOL. h D 
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** You have yet to explain," con-i 
tinued Bernardo, ^' you could not hayc^ 
ehpsen a habit more foreigiijto youi^ 
nature.'* 

** That part of it,'* returrfed Pietro 

. fiercely, '^ I shall explain to those who 

are authorised to demand an elucida* 

lion. You would do well to recollect 

that you are not that man." 

*^ If 3'ouean do so to the satisfacticm 
of your comrades, it wiU be well for 
you: I doubt that, however, the task 
\vill» atleast» be difficult" 

The ruffians now retired, leaving 
Angela in a state of mind beggaring 
description. The fatigues of her body. 
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however^ oyercome those of her mind ; 
and throwing herself on the "bed she 
forgot for a time the remembrance of 
either. 
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CHAPTER III. 



The dawn of the succeeding morning 
found Angela still involved in unquiet 
slumbers. The visions of sleep pre- 
sented to her terrified imagination the^ 
most heart-appalling images. She con*"' 
ceived herself wandering among the 
verdant hills which environed the Cha- 
teau di Montgalfi. A ruffian suddenly 
appeared^ and seizing her^ dragged 
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her to the edge of a tremendous preci* 
pice. Her screams were m vain; no 
one approached to her rescue : he was 
about to hurl lier^ from his arms, down 
tl^ craggy steep^ when Valerio, from 
a cave in a neighboaring rock, rushes 
tlu her assistanoe. He attacked tlie 
TiiBaia-^they struggled, and Angela^ 
nearly fainting, saw the yawning gulf 
receive them botb» The agony of her 
mind became insupportable, and ift 
vainly endeavouring to grasp the va^t 
cant air she awoke. 
. Tlie impression was so strong upon, 
her mind, that the return of reasoa 
qpuld scarcely banish the idea; shef 

still imagiiMid she saw the^fffian^J|)0l.AN^ 
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of Valerio^ in the assassin's grasp^ still 
sinleing into the unfathomable abyss*-^ 
still heard his last words resounding oa 
her ear^ 

** Where art thou> mjr Valerio/' she 
, cried, still labourii^ under the delusion^ 
^ why dost .thou not return ?.. Perhaps^ 
at this moment^ when I am doomed, in 
agony unutterable, to be for ever sui^ 
" exile to the world, thou art seeking thy^ 
Angela, in the propitious shades of our 
- infancy — art making the hills, covered* ^ 
with tall waving ash, resound with my . 
name: nought but edio. answers thee. ^ 
Ob, horror ! perhaps thou art at this^ 
moment encountering the banditti'^ 
fury, in Uiy searth after thy wretched 

« 

orphan*" 

i 



ITALIAN MAURAUDERS. 55 



A knock at the door of the apart* 
ment interrupted the disagreeable train 
of reflections^ into which she had fallen. 

. Risings, he wrapped herself in a man- 
tle> and opening the door^ her attend^- 
ant entered^ bearing her breakfast oa 
a salver. She appeared about the age 

' of forty,, and the furrowing traces of 
gri^f and disappojniment could be 
easily traced in a countenancCj which 
once appeared to possess every agtee-^ 
able feature. 

: " Signora,** satd she> as she entered^ 
*^ Bern^da bade me attend you thus 
early this morning with refreshment. 
He is at present absent, but his return 
is every mpment expeqted/* 

d4 
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Angela would have co»<tihued silent^ 
but reflecting that such obstinacy might 
uifluence her attendant against h6Ty srhe 
said^ '^ pray can you tell me to whom 
this place belongs^ or how long I am 
expected to remain here i^* 

% 

** To these questidos^^*' return^ tht^ 
woman, ** I am not at liberty to reply^ 
even if I kuew^ but that I shall not» 
Bernardo takes ei^yeciied eare i intpr 
these things he says it is not my busi*' 
ness to pry. Necessity, and the c^» 

tainty that I am completely m his 

. . ■ . ■ ' ' 
power, reduces me. to obedience, or 

long ere this,. I had left this place aiid 

its inmates to the solitary comforti^ 

which it afibrdid. X run oonsiderabLe^ 
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risque m thus holding coovene with 
you; even now I may be overheard/' 

'^ Prsty can you inform me>" cdo* 
tinued Angdlc^ ^ to wltonpt thi^ f4ace 
belongs?'^ 

^^ To detail all I knoi^ about il^ 
would tal^e me some time. You must, 
by this time^ be aware that the present 
owners are banditti/' 

Angela started at tlua confirmatioift 
of her worst fears. 

^ Bernardo and Pietro^^ continued 
l^te womMi^ ^^Are at breakfast^ I cao^ 
Bot gire you the particubrs> therefore^ 
smnediately. A^ soon^. however, as 
tkif3F depart in the evenings Ibr thejr 
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are going at sunset to purchase pr ovJH* 
sions,. I will detail them/' 

** I should he, indeed^, greatly in* 
debted to you for the luformation^'- 
replied Angela, ** but tell me can you 
give me any idea of the length of 
time I am tix pass in tUis^, wretched 
place.'' :,'.:.'.. 

'* Of that I am totally ignorant" 

^answered . Margaretta, ^ Pietro, most 

likely 9 will not remain here many 

hours. The abbey is cotUinually 

changing its inmates, and, except 

Bernardo, few pass more, thav qiae 

night within ita walls^; . It ifr now seyej^ 

teen years since a wretched chance 

first introduced me to myicompanions. 
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1x1 that period the nnmber of victims 
whom the banditti have secreted in this 
place, have far exceeded: the liumber of 
months which i have pat^ssed in it." 

■ 

' Angelaidiuddered-^MargarettacoA- 

tihuedw 

' ^' The whole band have been for some 

time under an alarm lest Pietro should 

betray them, but his re-itppearance has 

banish^ all apprehension;, but why' be 

-assumed the character of a monk, is 

yet incomprehensible.'^ 

' ** Incomprehensible,'' rqpeated Ah- 

gela; ^'f was he not then a monk of tjie 

brotherhood t)f St^Marco*" 

' ^^ A monk of the brotherhood of St; 

Marco/' repeated Margaretta, '' did 

d6 
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you peaRj befiere biiB to have besn » 
BK)nk/' 

'' Most eertmnly/' repeated Angela^ 

She then detailed the cirooHistdnces 
eS his succeeding Aither AnseUno in- 
the office of £»ther confessor at th^ 
Chateau di Moatgalfi^ without^ how* 
eyer> mentioniiig her affinityr to the 
deceased M<M?gini 

** De Montgalfi/' iqpeated Marga* 
retta, '^ are you known at thfe chateau > 
has the Marquis survived *be crown of 
years Which have elapsed jiince I daw 
hi»." 

^ Alasf" replied Angeks hiding her 
&ce in her hands^ <' the moment which 
€l»med the (|ehl wUdb my uniortasate 
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Ather had to p«f>. gave birth to the 
misery which fate has destinecl to follow 
ihe dte|>s of his offspring/* 

^ Your j^her/' re*ecbo^ Margnret^ 
la^ *' are you then that Aogela whom 
1, id moaents happy but transietit^ 
mipiied ak the Chateau di Vaimoa& 
The young Valerib too ^'* 

^ Alas V repeated Angela^ *' you 
hare recalled to my recollection the 
mme of the only being in the worlds 
M^hose bosotti glows with' a fentiment 
ef affection towaids me^ but with his 
fate I am unacquainted'' 

*« The knowledge which I (Musestr of 
his family^'' repeated Margarettaii ^* Ib 
80 closely interwoveft wkb the detail of 
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the circumstances which I have Co re« 
late to you, that I cannot recount the 
one, without touching on the other. 1 
thusU however, be cautious ; if Ber- 
nardo knew I remained abcfve five 
ihinutesin the chamber of any of those 
unfortunates, whose '^unpropitioiis stars 
have thrown them in his way ; yoiilr 
eenfinement,. too, would be the more 
severe, and the rigorous niadner • in 
which I am always treated if possible 
increased. He ha» often threatened 
me with the dung^QB, which a large 
0tone, at the bottom' of the great stair» 
ease conceals^ The ibiaeries of a con* 
£nement within its narroW' Jimits, I 
hafe oftenedwitnessedi, Those wretoh^ 



ITALIAN MAUR.'kUDERS. 63 



ed victims whom its* miserable jaws re-r 

eeivet seMooi quit its subterraneous 

boutkbiries ;. and till death releases them 

ftpm theii tOFmento^ tbey linger out an 

existence^ embittered by the accumu- 

foxing agonies^ which tlie uiH)ardpn« 

able crimen of their oppressprs doom 

them to endure, .That fate will not be 

thine; 'tia only those who have 9,U 

tempted to betray the secrets oi their 

community^ or whose knowledge of 

;jtheir haunts^ has awakened their fears, 

that they condemn ta the lingering 

misery of breathing out the remainder 

of their miserable days m the dark pre^ 

: cincts of that infernal abode : but I 

must nway, Sigpora^" saui she^ cising 
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to depart; '* in the evening we meet 
agatn/'-^Pntling her finger on her 
fipsi slie retired^ leaving Angela m a 
5tate of jnind bordering on distraC'^ 
tioD. 

In an agony of despair she threw 
herself <m her bed ; bat the heart^^qfK 
palKng ideas> which floated oo , her 
vtand, and which her utmost efforts 
could not dispel, kept Iier from re» 
pose, and she arose. Going to a 
sinaH eais^nient, which till now she 
liad not perceived, and opafiing it^ 
' cast her eyes around, in hopes external 
Ejects wouh), in some measure, coo* 
tribute towards restoring tranquiUitjr 

fo her' agonised bosmu Tbe windoir 
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cemmanded a view of the scenery 
which surrounded the ruined walls of 
the abbey; for such its ancient ap- 
pearance and decayed arches bespoke 
it to have formerly been. A continued 
mnge of lofty mountains^ whose tops 
were coTered with snow, which a me- 
ridian sun in vain endeavoured to . dis* 
solvoy boiunded on one side the wild 
scene. Their bases stretching into the 
plain^ were covered with pine and cy* 
press^ whose nodding heads were bent 
by the whistling winds. On the other» 
far across the barren heathy appeared 
a vast sheet of water^ which bounded, 
the whole prospect. On the tempes- 
tuous sarfiftce- of the , fli^;tuating ele- 
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ment^ the swift-sailing, vessel appeared 
now sinking, beqeath the level of the 
barren heath; now exalted again above 
the high beach, wlxich abruptly termir- 
Dated it*. 

Angela continued at the window>. 
till the grey twilight cast her shadowy 
veil over the face of Nature ; and not 
till the risiug^of the mom, whose sil;* 
ver beams disclosing passing objects 
to lier view, pointed out Bernardo, and 
Pietro returning across the heath, did> 
she quit it. She soon heard the sig* 
nal of their arrival ;/^nd Margaretta^. 
, tl^astening across the stone- pavement 
to admit them. But a short time 
elapsed^ ere she distinguished a heavj^ 
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Step in ihe gallery ; when resuming 
her chair, she rested her head on her 
hand, and anxiously awaited the ap- 
proach of the intruder. 
. At length the door opened, and 
Bernardo entered, bearing a dark lan^ 
thorn. " Signora," said he in a voice, 
whicli too plainly indicated he had been 
sacrificing to the rosy god> *' the man* 
nera of the inhabitants of this edifice, 
differ widely from the ceremonies ob- 
served by those who inhabit that you '^ 
have just' quitted.**- . . 

Angela was silent* 

" I say,^^ continued be, lighting 
the lamp as he spoke, ^^ th«t the ^t^ - 
tendance which you will teceive hei e> " 
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will not be such as you have been ac* 
customed to exact at the Chateau di 
Montgolfi." 

Angela sighed at the unfeeling re- 
mark ; and^ though feaiful of offending 
him^ still remained silent. 

'^ We shall find some method of 
restoring you to the use of your 
tongue," continued he^ ** ere you quit 
this habitation for a more secure one ;. 
and however short that time may be, 
your indifference will but increase the 
difficulties of your situation while here. 
You are in the power of those, whose 
interest it is to secure you beyond the 
prying eye of curiosity 5 or," conti- 
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nixed he with a sneer^ ** the impotent 
researches of offended justice." 

" Ths^t justice," said Angela, " which 
j/nm so seemingly deride, will, ere the 
hour of i^epentance comes, overtake 
you ; and the frantic terror which will 
rend your 'bosom, on the discovery of 
iniquities ' such as your's, must wfim 
the guilty soul to shtin thy wretched 
fete,'^ 

** Your reproaches ar« severe,** re« 

• plied Bernardo with a grin, tliat would 

have scared a daemon ; *^ but the fiats 

of oiffimded power wiUgo fortii in vain^ 

'I. . ' ■■ ... 

if dicectlsd.againist Bernardo. Secure 

£rom the approach of its mirtnydoiuEf 

lamseat^ Ukea^liononarock^ and 



Vi^i^-. 



70 ITALUN MAURAUDERS. 



s 



see their angry arrows wing their flight 
in vain. This dagger has secured the 
silence of many»" continued he^ draw* 
ing one from his girdle as he spok^ 
'< and till this &ils its duty, Bernardo 
is safe/* 

He quitted the apartment^ and lock- 
ing the door upMt his hapless prisoner^ 
he retired to the halL 

The faint and yellow gleam of the 
lamp^ had long ceased to cast its 
sombre shades around the apartment^ 
ere Angela^ wearied with the conflict- 
ing emotions which at once inflamed 
her bosom, sunk into unquiet slum- 
bers. 
It was late the following morning 
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ere *he -arose. The entrance ctf Mar- 
^;af etta, wtth her breakfast, awoke her.^ 
On her entrance ahe said, approaching 
tb^ bed on "which Angela was sleep* 
wg*^^ My dear chHd^ arise;" baton 
drawing the curtain, she perceived that 
th0 objeet of her solicitude still slept. 
Th^ beams of the rising sun, 4ioweyer, 
darting full in her... face, awoke her; 
a^A dsing from her couch, she took a 
chair at the table; lier attendant at the 
sa^ei .time doing so* The meal passed 
nearly in silence; till, on the conclu- 
si<m of it, Angela begged Margaretta 
tar relate the history, which she had 
promised her on the preceding even- 
ing. 
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" Signora," replied Margaretta> 
^^ the utter impossibility^ which I was 
convinced would always exist at hav- 
ing a long interview with you^ induced 
me to sketch, in paper, the incidents 
of my life. You will find pourtrayed 
in that packet, the circumstances which 
led to the firm iriendship, which after- 
wards subsisted between the Count de 
Valmont and your £Either. The Count, 
perhaps, you know. 

<< I have a faint recollection of hite>*' 
replied Angela^ ^* but ere I attained 
the period, when knowledge first ex- 
pands the infant mind, he was uo mope; 
He left his son to the sole guardianship 
of my . father. But, alas 1 death has 




•» 



ITALIAN MAURAUDERS. 73 



deprived both Vailerio and myself^ of 
the supports which sustained our in- 
fent years. One by ^ne they fall 
around us^ like the dry and withered 
leaves of an aged oak, when its trunk 
is assailed by the hollow blasts of win- 
ter. Ah! Valerio,'* she continued, 
'^ perhaps ere this thou art no more. 
If thou, too, hast left me to wander 
alone on th« sur£tce of this miserable 
earth, then, indeed, is the sun of my 
happiness eternally set The. hand of 
&te levels her severest ishafl at my de- 
fenceless head J'' 

" Hope, my dear Signora, tor the 
hest,** said Margacetta; *' fortune, 
who has .hitherto, with unremitting 
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-acrimony, persecuted me^ ^s well as 
yourself, will relent, and throw open 
the' doors of our prtsoti to us. But I 
expect Bernardo and Pietro to breaks- 
fist ', they left the abbey at mid nighty 
with a detachment of the banditti, to 
scour the forest^ and, ere this, many 
an unwary traveller has become their 
prey. Heaven shield us," she con- 
tinued^ hearing a violent knocking at 
the portal ; and hastily rising, she 
hastened to admit the intruders. 

Angela, in silent dread, awaited the 
appearance of her gaoler. The cold 
tremor of apprehension pervaded her 
trembling frame, as she heard a slow 
and 'hollow groan issue from the court 
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beneath. She hastened to her. window, 
and looking through the casement 
which commanded a view of it, saw 
Bernardo carried across bleeding, and 
to all appearance lifeless. With hor- 
ror «he ga2^ on his mangled form, 
as she saw it carried into the chamber 
he used to occupy. He was followed 
into it by two men, whose ferocious 
visages bespoke them members of the 
«ai]ote marauding herd, who now held 
Angela in their clutches. They seemed 
to lament the fall of their comrade, 
as the bier on which he was placed, 
preceded them into the room. Here, 
however, they fpr a moment left him 
to the care of Margaretta and Pietro; 
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while they, with anxious' and trembling 
steps, paced the court immediately 
before the door. After a few turns 
they stopped beneath the window, 
through which the wretched Angela 
watched their movements ; and taking 
their seats on a stone-bench affixed iu 
the wall, entered into conversation, but 
in too low a voice for Angela to catch 
but a passing sentence. 

*^ Micbielo/' said the one neasest 
Angela, and who appeared to be the 
youngest of the two, " the young bas- 
tard fought well, but we quickly dis- 
patched him. And his headstrong 
companion too, ere he could again 
flourish his sword^ wet with the' bibbd 
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of our old friend Bernardo, I whipt 
inine through bis body, and tbe yelp*- 
ing cur ceased to bark." 

" *Twas well done/' replied his 
.companion, ^^ but the dose you gave 
Jtum, I am afraid, will have but a tem- 
porary effect; the thrust was not mor- 

'* Aye, as mine arm^ used to such 
jobs, could make it," replied the first, 
" I heard his last groan ; his parting 
bceath seemed to play round the 
sword, which bade his fleeting soul 
seek other regions to wander in/' 
, . ** I only wish your ideas may be 
.oorpect^!' returned Michielo; « we 
should notj methinks, have left his 
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body for the crows to peck at, but 
have deposited it among the myiiadfr 
iv'hich have preceded itj there, dead 
or alive^ be would have mouldered to 
eternity among its kindred fellows. 
Many a i)raver fellow has perislied tbal^ 
way, good Panic*** 

" And many more will yet, re* 
plied Pauk) -, ^^ the obstinate ibols, who 
refuse the aid we exact from theoij. 
must still share his fate^ and the dag* 
^ gers in our hands shall claim a tribute 
at theirs/' 

" Well s^k«i/^ said Michido;: 
** but where can the youpg Signora 
be, for the confinement of whom suck 
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positive directions have been re- 
ceived!" 

" I believe," returned Paulo, ■*' this 
enchanting place contains her ; if 
so, she is in the custody of Ber- 
nardo.'^ 

** Then she is safe enough,*' replied 
the other ; ** if any one were to escape 
his argus eye, they would deserve their 
liberty ; and I, for one, would give 
them cr^it for their ingenuity." 

** True,^* rejoined the first; '' but 
I have an idea, that the business of this 
TOorning in the forest, is not entirely 
'distjennected with the confinement of 
this ybiteg Signora." 

^* I entertain the same idea," re- 

e4 
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turned Michielo, ^^ feom some hints 
which I received from Bernardo, du^ 
ring our ride towards the road, on 
which we were to meet the travellers^ 
He, likewise, told me her name was 



>9 



Angela was all attention; she had 
feared her own name. would pass their 
lips; but asMichielo uttered the last 
words, they arose from the bencb^f 
and bending their steps towards the 
chamber oi Bernardo, the name of the 
injured person was lost in air.. 

Angela now i^etired from the winr 
dow ; and taking the narrative of Mar^ 
garetta from her pocket, began the 
perusal of it*. 
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^^ At least/' thought she> unfolding 
the manuscript^ ^* this wifl^ for a mo- 
ment^ beguile the tediousness of wy 
seclusion." 
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CHAFTER IV^ 



THE NARRATIVE OF MARGARETTAi 

i ENTERED into the family of the 
Count de Valmont at a time when- 
the young Valerio was two years old. 
His mother had been dead some months^ 
the grief of De VaUnont, however, was 
unabated. He retired from the noise 
and buBtle of courts, to the congenial 
retirements of his domestic shades ^ 
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'twas there he invoked tfie shade of his 
lost Vicitoria— 'twas there he was wont 
to wander amid the labyrhith, which 
had been planted under her inspection. 
— 'twas there she had formerly delight^ 
ed to pursue her evenings walk. The 
responsive breathing of the zephyrs,, 
which gently undulated the leaves of 
the trees, seemed to re-echo the loved i 
tones of her voice to his ear. . 

Time, however, at length, in some', 
tneasure, abated his grief for the irre* 
{j^arable loss which be had sustained, 
and, as he gradually recovered his 
serenity, the first object of his caie 
appeaired to be the offspring of his 
departt^ wife. By this pledge of the 

e6 
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affection. of his; belo?ed,<a!l his aiMt^or 
tion wag engrossed, and.the reariog of 
his in&at -inuid^ in the paths^of virtue 
aid benevdencey^the ODljr.wish of his 
J^eart. Tran<]^Uy: we passed the 
hours till the young Count bad entered 
his fourth year. The. reserve of X)^ 
Valmcmt had worn ofi^.aiid a oaloa 
cheerfulness succeeded the gloonv of 
despair, vi^hich though accompanied 
with resignation, ,had fidrmerly iuarked - 
his features. This, son hecame his only 
care; to ^lew.him the primrose path 
to gf>odness> , was uow the only pleasures 
his widoW:^;heart experienced* 

I had been in the family of- the 
Count de Yalmont three years^ vidien 
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oxte evening, as J was was sitting in -fto 
hall of the Ch^fteau^. with the best of 
the servants, a loud and reitcvated 
knock at the hall door, accompanied 
by the clasbing of swoidSj, was heavd. 
My Blaster, alarmed at the noise, ,niih» 
^ from his study,, in which he was en^ 
gaged -with . his. son, and entered the 
hftU.;: •■ . . ■ ' 

•^^ Bly^* said he to the servants, who^ 
j^palled at the idea, stood immovidi>le^ 
^ fly to the succour of the distressed. 
No . doubt, attacked by banditti, some 
weary traveller claims your aid : foUoi^ 
me then,? he continued^ taking, dowaf 
a swoid , -which hung pending to the 
vallj. apd hastened to thi&do^r.: ^ 
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The men ashamed of the cowardice, 
they bad evinced, followed his example^ . 
and hurrying to the gate, saw a gentie^ 
inan nearly exhausted, supported hf 
his servattt, who was defending hil 
mmler against the swords of a partjr of 
men, apparently disputing who shouldl 
first plunge their weapon in hii^ bosom. . 
The Count, followed by his party, iflii 
mediately attacked the mauradders;: 
who, dismayed at tl^ number vopposed . 
to them, . dispersed. The Count ordef^ 
ed a party of them to mount thefr- 
fleetest coursers and pursue tbem^ whilfr. 
the remainder, by his direction, a^sis^ 
ed your fether— for it was hiiiaseif-^^ntd » 
t^e house. Hi^ woond^ were not dan^ 
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gerous, a contusion on the bead, anA^ 
two superficial gashes in the side y/etk 
the only injuries he had received^ but 
fiiint {font l6ss of bloody, he had nearljr. 
become the Tictim of the assailantiy , 
when the timely, assistance of De Val^ 
mont preserved his existence. 

His wounds were dressed witiii the* 
utmost care by our housekeeper^ whose 
medical knowledge exceeded that of/ 
any practitioner within ten leagues of. 
the Chateau, and was conveyed to the 
chamber which the Count had ordered, 
to be prepared for bis reception. 

The servant was our next care. The 
vengeance of the maurauders appealed 
to bav# ' been ^ rinoipaHy directed 
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against his ma$ter^ and to accoxnplii^ 
his death their only aioi» as a slight 
scratch. on the face was the only mark 
which the man had received. He was 
therefore requested to give some ao- 
CPunjt as to the horrid deed^ which the 
villainy of the banditti had nearly ac- 
complished^ and which the timely^ jn- 
terppsition of our master alone had 
prevented. . 

. " Love, love,** replied he, sarousti^ 
. cally, ^^ we hava crossed forests, and 

coounons, . and rivers in the middle of 

• » 

the n\gbt, when the thunder and ligbt- 
jaing would have scared the inhabitants 
of the regions below. We have en- 
€Duptered all the (pU genii w^ch i^ 
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grandmother^ thirty years ago, warned 
;ine against 3 and last^ though not least, 
■we have encountered the more sub- 
stantial horrors of this night— all for 
love/'- 

DeValmont smiled-— -the man con«- 
tinued, 

" My master, the Marquis di 
Montgolfi, has been a fortnight per- 
suing this tract, which the father of his 
intended has made her take before him ; 



and but for this accident, we should ere 
this have overtaken them. The ban* 
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ditti, however, have effectually stop- 
ped piir career; but," continued he^ 
^ I hope we shall not long be indebted 
to your hiospitistlity ;" bowing to De 
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Valtnotit as he concluded, who, desir- 
ing the steward to see him well treated^, 
retired. 

We once more resumed our seat«; 
round the fire,, and requested him to* 
relate the particiitars of the attack. 

^ My master," said he, in reply tO- 
our enquiries,. **who is a Venetian, 
noblenlahof the name of Montgotfi, is 
^iesperateiy in love. The Lady who- 
has been sa ikiccessful in winning hii 
regards^ is the daughter of a nobleman, 
of the saime city. The faniiltes hat< 
long been at enmity, and during th^ 
life of the young Marquis's father he 
had dropped all hopes of his suit being 
sucoejssfuL Aboat a year since the 
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old Marquis sent his son to Paris, and 
me with him, whither soon after follow- 
ed the Count and his lovely daughter, 
the lady Angela. My master, as is 
jasual in such cases, was in raptures; 
but his joys soon ceased. We had 
been but a short time in Paris, ere 
news arrived that the Marquis di 
Montgolfi had had a severe blow in a 
fall from his horse5 and that in all 
probability he would never survive 
the bruise he had received. We im- 
mediately left Paris for Venice, and 
arrived the day ^hat was fixed for 
consigning his last remains to the 
abode of his ancestors. 
The duties which are exacted front 
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one in tbe situation in which my mascf 
ter was placed, were most religiously 
observed.; and he, being the only one 
in succession, took possession of the 
title and estate, and as soon as decency 
permitted, returned on the wings of 
love and expectation to Paris. What 
was his surprise and chagiin, howeveiy 
at finding that the day before, the old 

ft 

Count and bi^ daughter had left that 
city on their return to Venice. Heinii- 
mediately proceeded to retrace his rout> 

and at the last inn at which we inquired^ 

■,>o 

were informed that we were not above 

j. 

an hour behind them. Fired with 
the expectation of again being near 
her, of again breathing the same air^ 
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tlioiigh not admitted among the circle 
of the friends by whom his adored An* 
gela was surrounded, love spurred him 
on, and we had nearly reached the 
centre of the forest, on the borders of 
which theChateau stands, ere he reflect* 
ed that guide or guard were necessary. 
Disdaining, however, to return for the 
purpose of procuring them, we pur- 
sued our route, till a most violent storm 
obliged us to seek shelter in a cavern 
beneath a mountain^ which skirts the 
borders of the heath. 

Here we had not remained long, 
however, ere ihe sound of approach* 
ing footsteps obliged us to retire far- 

•■ ■ s ^ ■ 
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ther into its recesses, and a flash of 
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lightning, at that moment, illumining 
the mouth of the cavern, discovered to 
US three <^r four mekt standing near the 
entrance, in deep conversation. The 
clattering of horses' hoofs immediately 
after, announced their departure; and 
the storm having, in some degree, 
abated, we crept from our hiding-place^ 
and going to the tufl of trees, in which 
we had left our horses, mounted them, 
and pursued our journey with the ut- 
most' speed, in order, if possible, to 
elude the people who had left the cave 
before us, who, we rightly conjectured, 
were banditti. Our ^fibrts, however^ 
were unavailing. "We bad just left the 
'borders of the trackless forest in our 



ITALIAN MAURAUDERS. 95 



rear, when we were commanded to 
stop ^ and immediatelj a troop of the 
most ferocious-looking fellows that can 
be imagined, surrounded ns. Relying, 
liowever, on the speed of bis horse, 
the strength of his arm, and the length 
of his sword, he struck the foremost 
to the ground, and rushing forward, 
with the utmost celerity, we left them 
far a moment behind us ; our expedi- 
tion, however, availed us nothing. They 
presently surrounded -us again, and re- 
newed the combat with redoubled fury. 
A blow, however, from the sword of 
the chief of the banditti, brought my 
master t^the ground ; in the scuffle, 
we entered the court-yard of this bps- 
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pitable mansion* The alarm which the 
clashing of our swords occasioned^ 
brought the benevolent master of it to 
our assistance. To his timely interpo* 
sition, we owe both our Uves; and to his 
hospitality:^ I am afraid^ my master^ 
contrary to his inclination^ must be 
3ome time indebted. The paroxysms 
which this same love occasions^ are nit* 
merous^ and their effects various. If 
all lovers were exposed to the same dif- 
ficulties and dangers to which we have 
been, I imagine the disorder would not 
be so prevalent *^ Do you think it 
would?" continued he^ turning to aie^ 
and smiling. 
^^ I am not aware of the extent of its 
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powers," I replied ; at the same time 
rising aod destriag one of the servants 
to conduct ,him to his cliamber, and 
was skow separated for the night. 
• The next mornings the Marquis; 
your &t{]er, was discovered to be in a 
bigh fever. His wounds, and the agi« 
tation of his mind, bad wrought his 
ideas to such a pitch, that reason had 
ipst her empidKH, and his frenzied eyes 
no longer reoognized friends from ene- 
Biies. Notwithstanding every exertion 
was made, that skill' and attention could 
suggest, a month elapsed ere the inva- 
lid could be permitted to quit his apart- 
ment His servant, with the most faith- 
ful attiKibm^itj watched by tine side of 
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the Marquis's bed, during the height of 
his disorder, and it was not till he was 
pronounced outof danger^ that Conrade 
could be prevailed on to leave his cham* 
ber. - 

All apprehensions were at length res 
moved, and the Marquis, assisted by his 
servant^ left his chamber for the sa- 
loon, in which the Count was seated^ tO- 
receive biiii. After the mort heartfelt 
congratulations on the astonishing in^« 
provement which the looks of his guest 
indicated, the Count invitingly offered^ 
him the use of his bouse» till his health 
should be cooipletely re-established. 

" Will you, my friend," said he, 
<^ avail yourself of au offer, which tb^ 
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uncertainty of your situation almost 
compels you to accept." 

The Marquis, raising his eyes to* 
wards those of my hospitable masterj 
expressed his gratitude : " Your offer," 
said he, " though of the most benevo- 
lent kind, other feehngs compel me to 
refuse. A short time, indeed, must 
elapse, ere I can quit your sheltering 
FDof. But, as soon as I am sufficiently 
recovered to travel, I must away. I 
have other wounds than those which 
tlie swords of the banditti inflicted." 

'^he Count sighed ; a responsive one 
burst from the bosom of the Marquis. 
" If," continued the latter, *' the as- 
sassin's knife had reached the h^art 
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which this sad bosom contains^ it had 
ended the woes which I bob otherwise 
feted to endure. But I, perhaps,*' 
(judging from the varying emotioiui 
which marked the countenance of De 
Valmont), ^f touch upon a tender chord, 
has the stealing hand of fate deprived 
jrou of the idol of youc soul ?" A tear 
started to the eye of the Count. ^* I 
fear it has — ^then are our fates recipro* 
caL But retrospection l)ring6 cjtijects 
to view, which recent circumstanpBs 
but ill enable me to combat with ; and 
my slowly returning strength is unable 
to contend with my feelings/' 

" Compose yourself,'* replied l>e 
Valmont ; *^ Providence, wlio portions 
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our trials to the extent of our fortitude, 
Wilis, that the rod with which it scourges 
viSy should remain in our hands, that the 
inexperienced may profit by tlie knowr 
ledge which the unthinking have glean* 
ed. It was madness to rush on the de* 
fitruction to which your present state 
would infallibly expose you, weie you 
to leave the Chateau at this crisis," 

Finding the agitating reflections 
which had assailed the Marquis, had 
considerably reduced^ his strength, the 

' Count prevailed upon him to permit his 
servant to assist him to his apartment; 
and having obliged him to swallow an 
opiate, to compose his spirits, he left 

• hira- to repose. 
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■ The tranquillity which the recent 
circumstances had interrupted, was 
again completely re^established^and the 
fost-healing wounds of the Marquis were 
60 far closed, as to permit his isbmetimes 
walking in the gardens, which then siw- 
routided the pile. The Count and he 
were inseparable comijatiions^ A simi- 
larity in th^ir fates^ appeared to have 
rfrawn closer the bonds which gratitude, 
on the one hand, and betievolence, on 
the other, had first created* 

At the expiration of another montb> 

liowever, the heallh of the Marquis 

uas completely re*established, and he 

^vas preparing to leave the Chateau* 

He determined on proceeding directjjr 
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to Venice, whither he knew the I^y 
Angela, was on her way, when he met 
witii his unexpected detention^ 

*^ But," said he to the Count, in a 
conversation which took place the 
morning of his departure, as they were 
together tracing the maay windings of 
of tlie gardens,, " lier father — the fa^ 
tber of my Angeki would not permit the 
residence of bisdaughter, even in Venice 
an hour, did he know the wretched 
Montgolfi breathed the same air. So 
irrevocable is the doom he has passed 
upon us, that the hills would rather re- 
move their earth^encircled bases, and 
permit the rushing torrents, which per- 
petually flow from their summitsj to 
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pass unmolested, than lie recal the de- 
cferation which for ever disunites fr6m 
me ui}^ beloved. Almost ere I could 
Ksp the name of father, I was taught 
to curse that of the enemy of our fa- 
mily-— was taught to invoke the male- 
dictiODd of Heaven on their heads^. 
Wow perverse, however, are the actions 
^f human nature. The very persons,, 
whose names I was formerly schooled 
»ever to* utter whhout an anathema, 1 
^iave now learned to adore. Those, the 
■Tery sight of whom I formerly fted,^ I 
now pttrsue. In the d^ath of the old 
Count only can I hope to succeed in 
the possesion of my fondest hope^^ 
The bare idea of possessing^ her only 
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through such amedinm^ is a bar on my 
happiness. In my visionary reveries, 
however, hope waves her flattering pi* 
nions before, and bids me expect the 
blessed reward of all my cares." 

The Coimt smiled at the enthusiasm 
of his^^uest. Just so had his fond 
fancy pictured > the happy hours he- 
should pass with his Victoria. But 
death, alas F had blighted the early pros- 
pect ; and ere the dreams which his fe- 
vered imaginatiou had pictured could' 
be realized, he was separated from the • 
object by whom bis fondest affections • 
were engrossed, . and his widowed heart 
felt a pang which would terminate only 
with the life, .the enjoyment of which, , 
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tlie only disappointcQent he had- met 
with, had &r erer precluded.. His re- 
flections were interrupted by the Mai> 
quis continuing bis harangue. 

'* You» ray friend,** continued he* 
have felt the pangs which a separation 
from a beloved object ever inflicts on a 
heart susceptible of a genial impr.es** 
sion. The stoic may preach in vain* 
and the philosophers in vaia exert their 
futile argumente ; — the pain is still the 
same, thought familiarity with scenes 
of misery may dull the aouteness of the 
pang.'* So saying, he turned into apath 
which led to a labyrinth, to conceal the 
emotions which retrospection had ex^ 
cited. 
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' They did not again meet till dinner^ 
which passed nearly in silence. The 
ei^gaging manners of the Marquis al- 
most insensibly gained him a very high 
place in' the friendship of my master^ 
and he sighed to think that one so young 
and amiable, should have been left so 
early, to the ravages of disappointmeQt. 
aild regret.. 

*' You willi my friend," said the 
C^Hint to hb guest, ^' should unforseen 
circumstances render you the being, 
whieh your ibnd imagination pictures 
as- the most enviable,, vtsit me in my 
retirement. Your lovely Angela^ will 
here find relief from the noise and 
confusion of courts^ aod t|;)e unmeaa* 
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mg parade which ever prerail among, 
the gajr and the thoughtless. In the 
calm enjoy ment of your domestic cir- 
cie^ your happiest hours win doabtless 
he spettt. Will you then bestow a: 
iiiought on the lone inhabitants of this 
seqnestered mansion^ and share your 
happiness with ns.'*' 

The Marquis sighed : his thoughts 
had already sketched a scene of happi^ 
ness^ with the ralue of which the Count: 
appeared to be so well acquainted. 

" Gratitude/' said the former, " would^ 
impel me to obey the dictates of a^ 
heart, whifch owes a continuation of its- 
existence to your courage and humani* 
tv." A reverie succeeded s which,. 
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however,, was broken in upoTi by the- 
entrance of Conrade for orders, Fe»- 
pecting his master's intended roate. 

"I hope. Sir/* said he,.** you do* 
not intend crosi^ing that cursed forest, 
again. The impression which the hor-- 
rors of that evening made upon my. 
mind, are scarcely, effaced. In my. 
dreams, I often imagine myself scour-- 
ing, along with twenty robbers at my, 
heels.'* 

" We are not,** said the MarquiSj. 
smiling, *• we shell continue our route 
to Venice, so be prepared by sun-rise/* * 
The man bowed, and retired; and 
immediately after joined us in the 
hall. 
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** We are/' said lie, *' about to leave 
you ; I slioukl be happy/* turning tp 
tne as* be spoke,r *' ta make you the 
companion of my ronte^^ 

I laughed ; be appeared disconcerted. 

** Seriouh subjects, require serioua 
deliberation," he continued, '^ and 
though necessity obliges me to leave 
you here at present, a stronger induce* 
meht will prompt my return. I will 
claim you, if willing, the moment mj/r 
master, who bas been eighteen months 
travelling in search of happiness, reaches 
the goal of his wishes/' 

I smiled, really delighted at this half- 
declared proposal.. His continual 
good humour, made him an agreeable 
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companion: and for his other good 
qualities, I JQ%ed^ and I believe ia 
general justly » content could not dwell 
in a bosoBiy which^thepadgsof vice or 
remorse had visited;. I was therefore as 
pleased with the proposal, as he was 
with my acceptance of it, and ere we 
separated for the night, it was agreed^ 
that he should return to the Chateau^ 
tiae niomcnt the Marquis, his mastef> 
should have concluded his peregrina- 
tions, and claim the fulfilment of the 
promise which I gave him^ 

Ere the penetrating beams of the 
rising sun had reached the depths of tlie 
V5|iley, we saw them depart. Conrade 

mjA^yfi^i. cegietted thiAt the peocid of 
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our separation appeared so uncertain; 
The Marquis^.. however^, promised the 
Count to return .within six months^ and 
ivith this assArance we separated^ no^ 
however^ . I mu«t acknowledge^ without. 
a pang. 

Six months passed ii^ the new» to 
0^9 dull monotomy of retirement ; I 
kmged^ to visit, with Conrade,. the 
fyirj scenes^ with which he described 
the capital as abounding. I^ endear 
voured, however, bj the reflection 
that my visions wouM soon be realized, 
to Q<msole myself for my present prin 
vations. 

One evening, however, as the Counl 
mA 4h6« youfig Valerio were engaged 
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ki a pavillion^ which the former had 
ordered to be erected on a spot sacred 
fo the memory of his departed wife, 
and which was now his favourite re* 
treat: a superb equipage^ preceded 
by a detachment of soldiers^ stopped 
before the gate. I apprised the Count 
of the circumstance^ who immediately 
hastened to receive his visitors. It was^ 
ki he expected^ the Marquis di Mont- 
golfi, to whom the catalcade belonged. 
•^ My friend^,*' said the Marquis, 
** in seeing you againy my happiness i*s 
complete. I am accompanied^ how- 
ever/' continued he, banding a lady 
from the carriage, " to whom you will 
be 'pleased to extend your hospitality 
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.They now entered 'the halli and I 
was almost imn^ediafeely joined by 
Conrade, who the moment he cookl 
alight hastened to me. 

" Margaretta," said he, " the time 
of probation is expired. My masteH 
hAs obtained the object of his fondest 
wishes, and I am impatient to attain 
the same happiness/* 

"If," said I, ** my coii^reht will add 
to iti you have it/ • 
r- He immediately took my arm in his,. 

and hastened towards the saloon, where 
the Count and his guest were seated; 
He forcibly kept my arm in his 3 " If,** 
said he to the Marquis, abruptly enters 
ing the apartment in which they^erb-. 
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aiid bowing in a manner, which raised 
a smile on the face of all present,^ ^^ all 
tlie escapes which we have had together^ 
are not faded from your memory; now 
the object is attained," bowing to the 
lady^ " permit me to make a request^ 
which is the only one my heart has now 
ta .offer.'' 

*^ Name it,'* said the Marquis^ *' and 
it shall not be refused, to the partici^ 
pator of all my dangers." 

" It is this then," . said Cornadej 
** that you will order some mouk, 
some holy and reverential father, to 
crown our ardent loves^" The last 
words were pronounced so lavcily, that 
the smilet which hadjiefore marked the 
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features of th^ master, wa» now con. 
verted inta a laughter, at the gingulari^- 
ty of the servant. 

" What/* said the Count to me, 
•* Margaretta,^ are you going ta leave 
me ?^' 

"Not lo^Ieif^e yow, sir," said I, vain- 
ly endeavouring to disengage my arm, 
ftom that of my facetious companion. 

•* If," continued Conrade, m the 
same tone, *^ you laugh at my woea^ 
{ will bury myself ih some cavern,, 
and linger out the remainder of my 
life in the inmost recesses of that fo- 
rest, from the inhabitants of which we 
had so much difficulty in escaping.'* 

•* That you shall not do," replied' 
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the Marquis, laughing stUl louder, 
*^ for the boLy father, whose aid you 
solicit, shall render those vows bind- 
ing, whioh, in the ^effervesceoce of 
your aifection, you have made to €ach 
other.'' 

*' Then sbaH the feathered choristers 
of the grove, and the unfesathered cho«> 
risters of some monastery, celebrate 
our union,'^ «aid Conrade, as we left 
the apartment, from which, with great 
alacrity, I ibllowed bim. *^ My mas- 
ter has been married four months, 'tis 
time his man should follow bis ex* 
ample/' 

" The old Count," eontimied Con- 
rade, /^ had juat given iq» the ghost« 
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when my master and mjnielf reached' 
Venice. The Marquisseized the ojH 
portunity^ and in two months after 
the old fellow was deposited in the 
mausoleum of his ancestors^ they 
were united within the holy pale 'o£ 
matrimony. What the . sensations of - 
the master were on that occasion^ fae^ 
can best determine^ those of the man - 
were terror and consternation. I coiild ;;. ' 
scarcely restrain him from leaping pre^^ - 

• ' . ■ 

cipices and fording lakes, deep enough 
to drown a regunent of the Emperor'3 / 
best troops, mounted upon elephant^*' 
If he were inclined to do it now, I • 
think I should follow his example. But^' " 
he is grown monstrous tame of late> 
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methinks ; but the effect is usual^ I 
believe." 

I laughed, and we separated. 

That day three weeks, however, we 
were united in the chapel of the Cha* 
teau. The Count and his party wit^ 
Hessed the ceremony. It was agreed 
that I should <^ODtinue at the Chateau, 
in the plaee of <»Id Bianca, who now 
grew infirm ^ and Conrade as gentle^ 
man to the Count 

The MaT/quis parted froni him witU 
coiQ^iderable r^ret. The dani^ers they 
had shared together, in spite of the 
difference of rank, had attached theml 
to-e^lcl) other ;. and it was with consir* 
der^ble: reluctance that the Marquis 
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agreed to ^digpense witbliw fiitofe ser*^ 
vices. On the day of Qur marriage^ 
however, the Marquis preseoted him 
with a liberal gratuity; and the Count 
was not 'backward in following his ex* 
ample. 
After a resideope of *>six months at 

the Chateau^ a new g^iest iwas added 

to our number: this was no other than 

yourself. 
<< Good heavens I'Vexolaimed Jixt^ 

gda^ ^^ was this good woman present . 

at my birth^^resent vf hen thou, my 

mother, gave the forlorn, tfaesolitaiy*; 

Angela being.'* .^ ,... 

A knock on her chamber-door bn^f 

die train of agonising reflectionf^ ^to 
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^^Hcfa the Iterative mi MargarcMahwl 
given 1^; and she hfislWy irtfoUteA 
lite -maMtscTipt^ and deponted it in Iter 

'She had scarcely placed it « aafety, 
ere Ketro entered. The sword^ whieh 
tvtts' hung ta hie gifdle^ -was hidf un*' 
sheathed ; and theflood wiffa wtiidi * it' 
was stained, appeared ta have 'beett 
recently shed; A long gash in his fort-' 
head, increslsed the gbastiiness of his 
countenance. Angela was horror- 
struck. How different, she' Kflected, 
was hiis present appearance, froih that 
in which she had first become acqilalnt- 
ed wi(fc him. 'To th6 imposing exterior 
ef a monk, he tiien added the imposing 
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look^ and passtpn-subduingi conyersa* 
tioD^ of an anchorite^ whose? only 
companion^ for half a centurj^ had 
been a crucifix* Now what a con* 
trast appeared : the determined Tillain 
painted on his ccfuntenance. In one 
hand he held a dagger s. in his- fecU^ 
tures the demoniack passions of. rage 
and revenge appeared pre-eminently 
conspicuous. In rain bis unhappy 
Tictim endeavoured to trace in his 

% 

countenance^ a lineament that bespoke 
humanity i she discovered only the 
dark designs and murderous intentions 
of a veteran robber. ,. 

'' Prepare/' said he at lengthy in a 
voice of thunder> ^^ to leave this abode> 
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for one less congenial to your feelii^s. 
Circuiqstances render your removal ne- 
^ssary^ every moment that you remain 
here teems witU dangers s ere midnight 
you depart." 

. .Apgelaj unable to bear the horrid 
ijll^elligence^ fainted. 

r. " I will send Margaretta to you/' 

• •'■■''. 

ppntinued he^ .in no way affected at 

v- ' * ■ 

her ^tuation s " she is your best atten- 

f * • ^ , 

dant in these cases." 

I 

* 

He left the room; and soon after 
Margaretta entered* 

** MydearSignora," said she, ^^calm 
yourself." 

, ^Apgela was so far recovered, as to 
l>eableto resume her chair. 

■•■'-.■■ ■■■■.• . . . : 
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^' Woidd,** cokititiiied Margaretta, 
'^ that I were about to leate it. I 
iveuid gladly eschmgfe H lot a dtitl« 
geoo» so irksome has my contintialiett 
here grown to me." 

Angela would have spokeiki, hvLt the 
words died on her lips. A few md^ 
ments^ however^ completely reftored 
her^ and she said, '^' tell me, oh ! tell 
me, Margaretta, why am I not stifibr- 
ed to remain here-^ere, sutely, I atn 
snfficiently excluded frooi the woHd. 
They have taken ihe fh>m Kny hottie; 
and now wiU they beitr the from uiy 
country ; but I will not go ; rather wUl 
I die at the feet of my persecutoris,^tfasm 
accompany them t6 their hautats.^^ " " 
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^Ma vaiii/' nkl M^rgace^a, ''will 
you refu^. Tbey oeilclom pennit wy 
cdf their prisQi^ers to st^ long l^rej Imk 
«ii.y unto^ftrd iK)cide&sit shoi^ le^ U^ 
a di^cov^ry pf their hi4ii^l4af)e3; hut 
fHimmoti your ibFtttude; yow |ate^ a^ 
ft^^astiiio present moment r^i^^s tOa \s 
ir«(ivo<;abty iixecl. Something occuFro4 
sa:tlio forest which bw hastened tbi; 
(ioterminatioii^ BeiroaFdo it nearly dead^ 
and Pietfc^ as yflu mwi have seevn, 
wounded. . Miehielo^ Pietro^ and Paulo^ 
will accompany you to the place of 
your destintition. I must leave you, 
however, or my gaolers will be jealou» 
oi my long stay; keep yourself in 
readiness for your depj^ture^ as they 
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leave at midnight. Margaretta left the 
apartment^ and Angela coUeotiog the 
scanty wardrobe which Pietro had se« 
lected from her portmanteau> and sup* 
plied her with an her first ccmfinement^ 
packed it together ; and again seating 
herselfy atixiously awaited the summofns 
expected. The time^ however, hung 
heavy^ and she once more drew the 
^Rory of Margaretta from her pockety 
and re*eommenced her perwal of it. 
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CHAi?TER V. 



CONTINUATION OF THE STOBT OV HAK- 

GARETTA. 






T9S .appearance of the young stranger 

converted the solitade of the Chateau 

into a scene of life and gaiety. It lasted ^ 

however^ but for a short time. As 

soon as the Marchese was sufficiently 

recovered^ preparations were made for 

their departure for the capitaL The 

County averse to parting with his 

g4 
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gae^^ for he would, if polis^ble, have 
rctaiued them wholly at the Chateau^. 
entreated them to renew their visit, as 
soon as they had passed the period ia 
Venice, which they proposed for them- 
selves : this the Marquis readily proi^ 
mised to do. 

■ ■ 

The day preceding the one which> 
yfas fixed on for the depart we, aft 
iM^tli MHVefd. Th^ Mittj JMt i4sft)^ 
IrHh r6ttbvat«d htitt^y invited tlM 
C)ilittltt and hi* pnttj to' tftst« the pteftj^^ 
Htes ctf the ifidii, 4h which, ntit^ tlM- 
aitivfrl -df tb6 MwipAi, he had^dMe- 
M^ ihda%6tf . 1«' \Mb Montgolfi ^* 
jUAled, And they departed for iJW' 
chiwe; ■■ ■■■.■■ '■'''■'■■ 
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.The d9y {uwsttl .kkAe jno«t donitlaf? 

BiAQtlq owe the ;i^K^ of tfiBttirft jui4 
•Ulltb^ wwe absent. The ftfardtmi^ 
at ieagtb, flteraied at l)he :rtvaiic;«Mal^ 
•f>tt)e.ciPGQin8(;aoce> dispfEktcbod som^ 
senvants in pucauit of theiQ> ftaiiag 
leifaithe ^aUecled foix:e .of :ti^ b^i^ 
iBtght furewDt the posnibiljty of |bai^ 
fotura, Mi<)a^bt,xrifehit9 gloomy, (c|fv 
rort» eassed^ and jBttiU they .appea^^d 
not. The agony of f^ !Mwi}h^ 
^rei\y moment increasfld. . 

Tile morning dtiR-];^fuB3> lit Jengthi^ 
began to play among the :tAll ^m% 
which covered the tops pf theadjsM^eo^ 
biHs^ when a loud knock at the MU 
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door drew every one to it. The Mar* 
chege mdlicd fftmi h^r apartmenl,: «ad 
reached the gate, jast fs its opening 
discovered to tho86 within the mangled 
ftrm of the Count itretehed On a bier, 
composed of the boughs which grew 
in the forest. The Marchese^ at the 
sight of this dreadfiil spectacle, would 
have fallen, but for the Marquis, ' whcii 
rushing to her assistance, caught her 
in his arms. ConAde now appeared, 
followed by a physician. - 

^ My good friend,'' said the Mar^ 
quis to the latter, ^ restore to society^ a 
man, without whom the order of bene- 
volence is not complete.'* 

The physician shook his headt ^ I 
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: texxiporarjr.life;. the, vital sparic, is.ae^<> 

.Jjr: e^Ltiuct, and my exertions will oi\ly 

briug back a poptioa of life^, sufficie/it 

to fender Uioi sensible of the poignaofy 

of .hi3suj6ferings." ^ 

r.; He now bound up his wounds in the 

:, be&t npiannera which the exhausted stote 

'^§C,his patient permitt^j and adininis- 

rt^ripg a draughty ordered .every .one 

QUjb of the rpon^jfqr a short time, lest 

any sudden emotion jshould^njufe him. 

.. ^ An hour elapsed ere any ^igns of 

SQtDming animation app^ai^ed. A ^^w 

■ 

jCQuvulsive motion in his bpsom^.Ti^s 
the only indicatioa which^ he uqw ^p/dfr 
ceived^ and another considerablei fpace 

g6 
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^p8^ 6iTfr a second Btraggle kii- 
AMtftted hiHt ds JitiH povsn^i^lrilsi]^ ii vfMnv 
of fife. HeMleAgri^ iMhveVer, apeir* 

IheMar^ub, who Imd ^ WkMte bdtctt% 
re-entered the apaFtmenty tittered ^ld# 
jSp6kn. . The {ifh/ftkrmn tt^fi ictedred 
irili^faAe; snid aatbihiiAering ft icOttspo»» 
iDg dnra^lft to the dyiti|[ tta^^ ^ft tb» 
toora b]iilsd!£ 

**|?fewlttfi6t," said life, **beilblfe't& 
i$j[(«ak thU day^if eyer. I shftll, hioFtr^ 
'eVer, \k exact in Bdj attcMdance on 
IIHd ; -and if I pcirctive Btiy ^^pims^ 
tstrppg ^nOttgh to Warmrit my imrbdub^ 
ing you t;b him^ I slndl certsdnly adt 
^aihtyou." ; r 
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: The good tnati agaht retired to the 
tfhamber of his patient/ and die Mi&i^'- 
qiitsjointdiik^vnfe in the saloon; Tbte 
day psised in anxtous niriai[icholy*e9i:« 
pectation titt tomnrds* evening, l^hen 
Ijbe pbjsician entered to inform him, 
ftiBtthe <!oant wished the presence of 

■ ■ • 

Umself and the Marchesetn his dhmn* 
%er. Thither they immediately foHow- 
ed the messenger. 

'Ttre dying »man was supported in 
^le bed by piHows ; his featured were 
scarcely recognisible. His son, the 
^little Valerio, was in the couch by ihe 
side of his £ither^ drowned in tearft* 
The sight of him appeared to migress 
all the Count's attention . 
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'* Who/' said he in adaacfaoljr ac- 
Gents> embracing; his in&Dt son- as be 
spoke^ '' will now be your protector ; 
who will shield you from the persecu- 
tions of power^ or the attacks i of re- 
sistless violence? Who will train yoitr 

'■ infimt mind to acts .of virtue and b^xk^- 
volence ? Who guide your steps ia.tjjie 
path of rectitude and trui^h ? . Alasl. niy 
son/' continued he, regardless pf tl\e 
entrance of the Marquisy . '< 40 one. 
Not Qne«will now be found sp geneijous 
or disinterested as>to bear the affection 

;«uffioient to shield thy iofant years> 
from error» or thy future life from peni- 
^ tence and remorse." 

«< Do not^ my friend/' said the Muc* 
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^iv/ at leiigfii intemiiiling hini» " ia* 
dulgeslich^melancholjr^dreflection; you 
wifi yet Hve to increase jhhe happiaeasof 



walK" 



if 



' » Alaa! no/' replied the Count, ^' I 
feet ^ cold chill hand of death Ire 
iMeffBt my heart; and one short hour 
Witt close my worldly career for e?er. 
Bdtyere Igo^ will yoii promise to fulffl 
my lest reiquest ?'' 

^ Ncune it»'* replied the Marquis^ 
^^ and though it should cost me my life^ 
I will die in the attaining it/* 

^^ I shall not put your friendship to 
such a test/' replied the Xount; 
^^ should you ever feel the pang a fil- 
thier endures^ when be is about to be 
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separated from ^is enlj cUld^wl^ep he 
is about to abandoathatjcfaildibr^Lver^. 
^protected and unfrieaded^.jron theo^ - 
and then only ^ can be enabled to cooi^ 
ceivje the agony vrhich i itow feeK 
My Valerio mll^ :alas I 'too soon bewi 
orphan ; hb in&ot years wiU soon :be 
.without a fostering hand to lead hioL 
&rjnran]> to guide his wandering f^.*!. 

" Not while I live,'* replied the M^^ 
^uis^. " ahail the ofispring of my.dearest 
^iend be without.a second ^&ther^ duudd; 
Ike hand Of htQ deprive him of the 
(first." 

The features of the Count xelaxed 
'SOkinewhatiof their 45onabre shade at the 
conclusion of thiis speech* ^ Xhei|>'* 



ITAtlAN WDJ^UKAUDEXIS. 137 



eomiflured he, •* W your care I ireslgA 
the dearest 1)eqtie8t I liave to hiiake. 

• ■ 

May heav'ett guard the happiness dT 
your oflbpriiig, as yoti ftilHI your |>Iedge 
to ttiy infatit. Go then, my child/^ 
coAtinaed the dying man, directing 
the attention of hi& son towards the 
Marcjuis, •* go^ to yotir future proteb* 
torV 8^ to the gdMtiian of your in^- 
fsinoy, » niitimely deserted." 

The Mtirqtiia received the precioni 
pledge ^ ftcittk the arms of the anxions 
lather/ and reolhr fdt the affecfibh fot 

the little orphan, which he had vowed 
to Tp»s«Te for it. The solemnity of 
tlie scene drew tears from the eyes of 
the :M#P?uis. *f Ifi* sttid he, ** I ever 
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desert this iniant, may ^raiiongVng 
arm of heaven hurl, its- .mcnit drea^Uiiil 
ponishmente on the ioffpioiis perjuror^*' 
The Count appeared less anxious. 
The little Valerio was far fix>in{faeiiig 
«o; He tore himself from the anns*#f 
fftie Marquis, att4 rushing to the . side 
xrf" thQ; bed otfe winch his fether faiy^ 
bathed his hand with his tears. l:fais 
Tenewed the grief ol^Hil#^€i«imi([i he 
pressed him to bis bo6oal^ wsA bo^w* 
ed his in&nt ftce with .tte:1agffiiilsH»^ 
parental tenderness: ^^-JMy; fim^^i Baid 
•be^ '^ soon must I Ieair« y^^ fi^r i^fjiDr^ 
. T^ 'your * future prptoc^M? ; I Fesila 

Grief choakedhis^£strther iitlf^iSMi^^ 
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and ordermg the pillows, vrhich sup- 
ported him to be removed, he sunk 
49xhaDsted on the bed. T>vo faint but 
"Vain ' efforts, to speak, were all the 
4bokens of remaining existence which 

^ we perceived 3 and in five minutes he 
^"iras no more. Still we lingered in the 

^<1|paFtifaeBt $ still the ibnd hope remain- 

^ed, that the vital spari^ was not com* 
pletely extinct; but, alas I it was in 
Tain ; the pate corpse was all that re- 

^Iniained of De Valmont. 

'= < The Marquis drew his wife from the 
iaEpartmentrshe tvas nearly insensible. 

^^The passitig scene had drawn forth all 
her fortitude ; and when the pbysiciaa 

. MAOiHiced that the Cknint's lasjb I^reath 
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had left him, but for the interference of 
the Marquis would have falleQ. 

Di Montgolfi tck>k upoa himself th^ 
direction of the funeral. Accordiug. 
to the last vrill of the Count, he was tQ^ 
be buried in the cemetry of a smalt 
monastery^ whicb himself had caused 
to be erected, close beneath the ei^ca^ 
VBtion of a rock> which rose at somct 
distance behind the Chateau. 

From Coorade I learned the paiv 
ticulars of the accident. ^ Whilst j» 
close pursuit of an .e)iofix)ous boar,, 
which they bad nearly dnven into tha 
toilsj the Count's bor^e, alarmed at f 
li^udden turn whii^h the animal gaFe;»'^ 
took fright^ aod ran ia a cQi^trary ^if» 
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i^ectibn to that which he had brfore 

taken. Conrade, who was the only 

Iperson near enough to witness the ac^ 

cident, imiiiediately pursued him. In 

vain, however, was the utmost speed of 

h\s htirse. The Count's, ere he could 

•overtake him, hod precipitacted himself 

and rider ^own a most tremendous 

precipice, at the top of which Con* 

rade arrived only in time to see his be* 

loved master mangled and lifeless at the 

bottom. Horror-struck, be alighted,^ 

and threw himself after him ; and ar- 

tiving safely at the bottom, took the 

pale-bleeding form df his respected 

ffienid in his arms, to all appearance 

lifeless. Hie blew his horn in the hope 
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of assembling the rest of the company. 
Immediatdy the Marquis and his party^ 
they having succeeded in destroying 
the object of their pursuit, appeared at 
the top of the descent. What must 
have been their, consternation at per^ 
ceivixig the situation of the Count. A 
litter was immediately constructed, and 
the inanimate form conveyed to the cas^ 
tie. The Marquis, however, dispatch* 
cd Conrade^from the fdtesl for' a physi- 
cian* Tliey arrived together at tlie 

Chateau. 

The several succeeding days wend 
passed nearly in silence. The re^ 
^rief which marked the countenanbeis 
of us all, was that which the virtues of 
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SO. excellent a man excited, andnvhich 
appeared, like a monument of gratitude 
i:aised to his memory. 

The sad evening, at length, arrived. 
The monks from the monastery were to 
attend to join the procession of real 
ijtfournersj which were to follow the re- 
mains of their patron. About mid- 
night the holy men appeared ; and in 
sad and solemn state we moved forward. 
The dull gleamjgig rays of the torches, 
which the holy fathers bore in their 
hands, served but to render the sur-; 
rounding gloom the more appaling. 
The wolf, scared by the pale glimmer- 
ing of the tapers, whose rays invaded 
his long-immolested seclusion, burst 
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from hisretraRt ; mutteiiagd^atlai ^ be 

- I * 'm 

fled in search of g sp^Mless lifl);^ to JAr 
temiption. The de^ responfies cnT the' 
sttonks, who noir, as we approached 
tiie m.onarteiy, sxing the requiem let 
4he dead» sounded through the arohct^ 
pile of ruins which skurted the roadi 
We ireached,-at lengthy the c^i^q^, aa^ 
the cofOn was deposit^ near the aSteTf 
The holy abbot began 1^ acirvipe £bc 
the desul. His aged figure^ ^^^md rev^? 
lend aspect^ would ha^ awed t^ 
most indifferent ; what then must tint 
feelings have been, .who nngfat bejAii' 
to fe^ the full weight of grief. - ;\ 

The service was at length concludod^ 
and we returned with slow nod totfiffUK 
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steps to the Chateau. The Marquis, 
ere he left the hallowed spbt> cast a 
farewell ^aiKie at the stone, which 
lor ever enshrined the remains of his 

« 

£riend ; and a low groan issued from his 
bosom. The Marchese, who was com- 
bating her own grief, could administer 
but little consolation to the sorrows of 
her ' husband ; and they left the chapd 
n^rly insensible to every thing around 
them. We anrived at length at the 
Chateau^ aud sad* and silent separated 
for the night. 

^ Now, alas! my misfortunes com- 
menced. The tranquil peaceful life 
•which I had hitherto led was about to 
bo 4iltemipt0d« ' 

VOL. I. H 
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A-^ cleyi^ after the mtermeat of: 
the CojEfnt^ the M«n|uJ6. left. the ;Ch» 
teau^and insisted ithat Conrade should; 
acconfipftny him £>r »a ^jihcfrt time. AM, 
the domestics were of oourse dischai;gv 
^9 ea^ept myself aad a woman^ wJMii 
had heea but a short tmie. m the emr ■ 
ploy of oar master. When Conrad^ 
departed, an iBwardaaoiriics* iMtmti 
tre sfaauld never «ieet agaiii. Oar- 
afliens were the most affisctio^; JL aad 
^pMMmtNnent prayed oa aiy '6pteHtf» 
which made him also melaiioboly t iSl 
learijDg hinaself}£roflgr*&ie,^i^i rta ritt^ 
no more. ^tiH do 3 MinerBter-tht' 
Hapgy- hours wbidh I. pissed: at .Ae^ 
Chateau with regret 5 aad44g]i^ n^he^l 
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Reflect tbat nothiiig less than a iniracle 
can teBtoi^ me to liappiiiess. Confined 
iii this abode of infisuny and daalh*: 
A retreat unkpown to ail the woridy 
except thoee unfortunates tvbo fiilMnttf 
Hie mcMiless^fangs of the iinfetches^ by 
whom lam. sufrouoded. . Tooontume^ 
Imveyer; vrhea I returned into the 
Qhateau^ I -found Anna ovienfrhebned: 
whh fears as to our future destiny* 
' ^**iFo Ilre'hene,*' eaid the girh ** is 
iriipRNlsiUe. I <;ati never ^vrviw 4 
aMtttfas confinfment m tik\% ^Id place 
Mfektont any/perfttfnttoii^peak^Qi gKoe^ 
jmirsetf. *Tfae long vnfukerly nights 

Gaudv6 an -gDne,' 

H 2 
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1 endeavoured to quiet her fears/ ahi^ 
iby raillery at length prevailed^ thongfa, 
notwithstanding all tny sophistry, I 
could not dissipate my own. The^ 
*were, alas t too well founded. : 

One night, the accumulated horroY^s 
of which I still with dread remember^ lire 

V 

retired eaiiy to rest : the thunder loud 
and reiterated bowled over our h^kds, 
and appeared to shake 4he building to 
its centre. A temporary cessatidn, 

m 

iiowever, succeeded, and 1 bad foir'an 
instant forgotten every surrounding 
Object, when a clap louder than any ^f 
the preceding ones, roused me from 
my lethargy. I started from iny bed, 
and rushing to thcfyindows a second 
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jQush disclosed to my vi^w^ throqgh the 
casement <^ the chamber, a party of 
armed men^ mounted, and apparently 
. reconnoitring the Chateau • I uttered 
a loud scream, and Anna, who slept in 
the adjoining room^ awoke, and came 

x< • • • ' 

Xp my assistance. 

. . /.' In the name of Heaven,'' said she, 

.%wi^t Pfin tho^e men want, whom I 
,;¥eeiiuiTQundingihe Chateau. /^Hairk! 

^j|i^. I.not j^w them forcing the hall 
,^d<^i; ?, T^ey bam intWBd ; pb\ prcft^ct 

us b^^yen.r' 
io \ T^^?^ ^^^ indeed, entered the Cha* 

M^^ k a lottd crash announced the 

A3 
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coufosed murnMir of yoidea^o&'tbjfr H^ii^ 

'bespoke their nearer SLpproach. 

. ^* The bflfly- virgia watch over uel** 

exclaimed I^ <^ then bondhti will nscirf 

deruaboA/' 

€i Anna uttered a cpjf ofv terror. 'Itf^ 

men^ who had just reached the g^^ery 

upirwhich <our aj^rtmcfotfr wesej he&Fiiig 

the scream,' bitrst^ the door pS'my 

1*00013 »- 

♦ -9- Wi>etche«,J' ssud I, " iietif«,'r 
^ « Calteyours^lf," wwl the tffie* wko 
appeared to be the captain^ tMwHngty* 
.»nd>who I <^^rwai^s1e4rnSBd:.wa« B^- 
nard*^ ^* follow; us/' ^ 

^^ Ii^ v^ 1 entreated- them> oik, my 
knees to leave us lifhind. Bernardo 
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etdered some of bisimen tOiSQuie.us. 
Four wretches with the visages of the 
felfe» would have executed bis com- 
immds^ had I not tottered ^ter them> 
followed by the trembling Aana^ , Wd 
were led ^om the hiril t/o a capriftge 
tiotieealdd^ behind a clump of tree^ be- 
fbn tbe-entranoe to tto^ Chateau ^ and 
bf^f^iug tied our a»iKi/ and blmcK^ldtd 
M^ they ordered u«^ upon paiA^ of ia^ 
ft[)!an«d!Mth« toMmaia qiitatj and return- 
ed- tbemsehres^ iut<>^ tba maasioa^ 

^ Ala^F'' said I, <<» wbatwittlieaw 
fytey what motive «ai^ tlM^ w^Mteties 
l^ave who spom^ sdt iaw$ human aiMl dt- 
wlfiei. and^ thus tear us fr^a^ eai>' hom^ 
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Bsd all that can attadi us to exist- 



ence/' 



• I 



The stonaa had not yet ceased^, and 
t^e loud wind hiew tJf^ifffiwAng sdin 
into the carriage (whicb» from, our ad* 
tuation^ we were unahle.to prevent) in. 

torrents* Our persecutors did not rek 

■■» 

turn till the appearance of the 8ui»- 
beams oyer the . tops, of the acyacenl 
^ijllsi, u^arned them to leave the scene <^ 
t^ir nji^ht'3 lawles& viUany » Suddenly 
the postUlion mounted the poor animal 
il^at; w^ affixied to onrvehictey and the 
Tobber& mpunting at the same instant 
surr/ounded , the machine^ and ordered 
the man to drive on. This he did at a 
furioii^Tajte* Anna^ nearly dead with 



-fettgae^ fright; ^tnd terror^ sat in oiie 
corner of the carriage, nmtej and a!- 
:most senseless* I was 'little less affected 
at onr situation. Five hours> lioweter> 
brought us from the farther ' extremity 
txf • the forest to this place. It was then 
mtDegular ruin^ with only one wing 
fltandihg. The outer walls have been 
^bniit by the banditti, at different times^ 
tttrtfae increase of the band rendered it 
iiiUNre necessary to their safety and ac- 
ccHcnnBodation. 

' We were taken from 4he carriage 
mid carried into a kind of court.' Bep- 
hardo here took the bandages from our 
eyes^ and untying our hands, bade us 
ftdlow him. This we wiUingly did, glad 

H 4 
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» freed freflfrthfe ooinjUiii^ of svMiA 
reantSj w thas^ who accooapMsied 
- Aaha^ firewpbRny^ iswani my 
arm. "^ 

> ^' Ah! Mafgtfetta/' aaiu liife poot 
gir^ scarcely able t^ stand) ^^ #hM 
will naw bex>ur frtt^»^-dobnied to Isoger 
ent the rest bf ottr dajra ih a eoMfini^ 
|fie»t amott]g; beingis sl^rctly huniaittk':^ 
: Tbejse words were uttered m isO: Icyvr a 
teae'that th^y were to^me aloiart ttiHi« 
telligible. Bernardo, howevei'^ oamglit 
tbeip kfippft. 

Ihe gag dittd th6 bandage riialt be 
yours again V cridd the wretch*^" even 
a^ dungeoti sball be jjrour dbode, ia 
wl^}i the beaAis of tbd sua bii^ rife? 
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#eF yet po nc trt odi uDles^ you observe 

'^Do not utter another word for tfi^ 
Kfe.of you," whispered Anna. 

*^ The ic^nctioa was useless, th^lse 
wordt milk deep in our heapti<h. Their 
import, however, conveyed a soothing 
satisfactroa ta my mind, I gathered 
from this speech that a dungeon would 
fiot, probaMy, be our abode at present. 
We were bade ta ascend the stairs, the 
bottom of which we had by this timre 
reached. On arriving at the entrance 
of this chamber, Bernardo- stopped, 
Mfid unlocking the door, bade us enter. 
•"This, is the chamber/* said he, 
^' .which is to be yoor abode, till the 



I*. 



1^ ITALIAN- lIAVItAlJDESS^: 



ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssB>sisgsssaS>i 



Jfr "iTi _ 



iorder &a your future disposal is knowii. 
Complaint is useless^ the winds only 
will hear you." . . 

" Wretch,'* said I, " how caa you 
justify such outrages ? How- will you 
justify tearing us from our homes, one > 
peaceful abodes, when you shall be 
brought before that tribunal, whocH^\ 
laws you have so repeatedly ;brd(en«^' .. 
," Who can bring us before aiiy trit.3 
bqnal?'' replied he, sueeringly; ^ not 
w)iile I have a sword^ and an arm stroQg^': 
enough to bury it in the hearts of thocie : 
suQiciently rash to suppose themselv^?-, 
capable of doing it^ but learn, that 
you will never leave this place» till.. 
Pietro and two or three mpre as trnstj^ ^ 
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bear you to that, where lie the remhins 

I 

•of many of the-mqraTizing fathers of 
this mouldering abbey— I mean the 
grave.'* 

I wasj alaa! too well convinced of 
this power of doing so^ to reply: 

** You perhaps," cohf nitted . he, to ■ 
Anna, ^* will accompany soihe of us 
to the antiquated abode of the captain 
of our band, there you will have more 
companions. Sea breezes, if you Ate 
fond of them, will then be yours, as 
they have been before to many an ob"!* ' 
stinate inhabitant of the western tower 
who have been precipitated froth its ' 
summit to bathe in the waves lyhicb 
las^itsbase.'^^ 
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' Antkik shuddered) I ^pmM ^r^ly 
witlbstftpd tbe shock ^bichtbi^wteUU 
fence gate me, 

^Murderer! assassin!" excUtaOied 
If firanticl^r, ^ free me, Hr «fer < ever 
dread tbe retributioa wbicb i:rM»ifl3 Vim 
youfs ine^ftftbly drstw M^ tbge hmii of 
tfa6*e imhappy wtetdies^ whofli Hie 
dictate! of iMiflMiiity mdr Juitice oam^ 
wot awe." 

*^ It wiU cooire too late for joh^^Emgi 
ftfratd/' saUl be sarcasticatly, as^ be left 
tbe ixxxn. . ... , v 

- Hi£^ retreatkfig^ &ot8tep» inrerti Mii 
lomglsr heard* ere eithei^ of us yentured 
4o«peak. v.MmV taidl at l&agt% 
breaking the sileace w&kii- rt|iga«i^ 
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'.^What Will Conride think wheo he 
i«ti&ta»tD ^e Cbakeaa, and fiadsit «i 
mysMricmily eles^ted/V . 
' 5^ And what '. wilL Gonsalvo' tliiol 
tvheo be netomy and finds me tih$$aiii? 
$tidJkiniBfUadm tear stood m hweye^ 
V Alas ! in all probabilii^ we ibaU fte(* 
Ihdr of Irs isee them any more. Cbn- 
^oed in tbeplaee to whieh^they fhreat«i 
to convey m^^ tby destiny^ wretched ito 
it. is, is ^xed for ever." 
; ." Chance/' uid Ty " ttiay «ff(§6f what 
the united efforts of feeble tn^tdiUe;^ 
€ould ndt accomplish." 

'^ That chance will never be niine, 
lieiai^V Mbbed Annsj nothing tbsstlian 
^tmwde mm release^ ei^ef «^ ito# 1 



. ' ■ * 
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urged the prpbability tl^at wb^t has be-* 
fallen us might have done so to GojfH 
salvo and yourself but you; laughed, at 
the idea. No w« alas! av:dreadfiil per- 
tainty proves that my fears were pot . 
groundless as you once attempt^ ;^ to 
persuade me they were J 

Your fears^'' repli^ I^ << originate^ 
in nothing real, but while I spdke, aiy^ 
jieart told m^ I was my^plf deficient la 






courage." 



*..■>. t 



Steps were again heard, on the gat* 
lery) a key turned in the rusty lock ,q£ 
our door, and Bernardo entered^ . ., < 

" Follow me," said he. . . 

'.■■■»'■. . • . , ■ •■' 

' We gladly obeyed, an al^sence even, 
of a minute from our prison was a re^ 
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lief. He preceded us into a room in 
the hall. ■ 

•* Here Pietro/* said he,' ^ are our 

. .J . 

prisoners. What time will Michielb 

■ ' ■ • * ' ' ■ ' 'i 
atid Paulo r^^lum?'' 

''^ Itjiess than an hour I expect them' 

■ 'J 
here," replied Pietro, •* they are I iwi-' 

dergtiindto escort this lady to the cas- 

; Ahiii sliuddered, " Will.ybu/^ saiS 
she, " part us wretches?*' 

*She could jdot say iany' more, T)ut 
clin^iig to me fainted, I drew rny to-* 
latile from hiy pocket, and applying it 

she soon gare signs of returning ani* 

' • ' . '■/'■/ 
itislfidv. ■•''■■ 
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' : '* My dew gVi&V said ]^: ^' CGyoapAsd 
« 

yoursdf* our fete is inevitable/'; . • : 
*' Inevitabie iodeedi" replied ,Ber^ 
nltrdD, sneeringlyj;*' zK)i| {^ regifnei^ of 
the duke's best troops^, wi^ 1^3^ yf^fr 
gM&ce oC )¥.h<H» we haire ,<^9 /be^n 

threatened, cqiild alter ijk*?* • . . 

» ■ • 

■ A sigqal At th4 portlil #£ jtll^bpiiji^ 

I 

ing announced the, leturn of soat^. j^ 
^tehbtde, i ■- : ,:f>, ,•.•.■..:.: ;.■.■/■,■.: ' 
*' Go to th6 d«ot, Plstro,*' said |^ 
ll«!do, ^ Msdtiehi! aod ' Paiilc^ » are 
4enbtl«st riMtirned to Gomplete-; tbstr 
ihare of ikte bosiiuessu Ffepiire.jroVfr 
fiielf/ Madaiti^" coatimed h^> turrwig 
to Anna, "for a short ride. «A few 
hours will forever immure yoju iiUfCur 
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hy thofte who' i¥<>illd did rather tbaa 
part iHflh-ydu/' ? 

He prdtiooileed tbes^latt wordf im 
fiiich amoeb hetoic \nmMer, that not- 
^hbstandimg owr sttiiatiOD^ I .eouU 
scaitcelj forbear amtUtig!; Ibovirever, 
tiMliijgh' vritli HSiwi^^kepi my risibU 
aeiitatiddlh fMjpAiilQiti * Tlie. antomof 
dC Michielot and Paajcx ended ^ur sus* 

- "^ Jbare^'^ aaid the fovmar, '^^ the ea^ 
twa*s ei^rfor cteitTrfriagih^ yiD^rager 

iff ^ ouM^igi' pYi9€ners<(er ibe ieasftlr. Y<m 
a^eta detain thd other wilbjiKiiib'' 

we attacked as they were retu^aiug 
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from, a funeral, and whiph was the best 
job I ever was in^ I had not bad am^ 
for two days," said Paulo^^ " I hope we 
shall now be better sapplied/' 

^' How many days did you go with* 
out a meal before you came amongst 
us ?" retorted Bernardo^ " I'll warrant 
me many aotie^ wheii you was mqle«» 
holder to the man who used to shewr 
people the best road across the Alps. 
Though I must qonfess 'tis hard to fight 

when one's bravery, will not purchase a 

\ ■ '■-■ ' f ■ .. 

.bellyfi}}. ComCj^ an end to this," seizing 
Anna by the arm as he spoke^, " ydu 
must accompany me." . ■• ^ 

; " Whither)" said the poor girl, fran* 
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" That you will too soon discoveif,'' 
added the wretch, drawing her arm 

through his, and leading or rather drag^ 

■ ■ ■ ' ' ■ ■ ■ • 

ging her from the room across the coon 

to a carriage wbieh was waiting. 

*^ Adieu," said I, mournfully. 

■ • 

She fell on my bosom and wept. 

" Adieu,'* repeated T, still more 

'■-■■■■■■ •■• 1 ■■,"■'. ■ . ■ 

affected, '" if ever we meet again. 



how- .." 






'^* Come," isaid Michielo, fortitiig ber 
into the carriage, ^' do not make any 
arrangemeiiCs for that day, bec&tfse it 
win never arrive." 

' He entered himself after bier, and 

■ . * 

Paul6 followiiig his example, the pos- 
tillion drove off, and from that moment 
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I.baFeiieveF iieh^a female fiic^ ex- 
cept indieed'Ihavecaugiitamoln€9)tiiry 
gUnceat the victiiBS vshoxft tbe vi^sl* 
city and cruelty .whic^ exktts m the 
world have forced hither. When I ri^f 
fleet on (he sufpnise of the Courit &hd 
the affliction of -Coarade^ on their re^ 
turn tathe Cbateaa^^cft finding it com-^ 
pletely deserted^ tny bead l>eeQm£»i 
giddy. " Tis now eighteen years 
since I was dhipMij^fat, ia. aU pMi«dnli!7|^^ 
it^^iAlniy^ ^ysmttomnied by moh^ 
capable ^f r^ectito; JDtiriiig i\m 
period there have beenvnamberleifi lirrc^^ 
tims bi^dnght^bitlier, M Hf whom hkv6 
beeo as ^iieo^sivdy carided off itoiWidii ' 
(bey tail <he Cattle^ «Dcapti v fa i Bid ; ^ 
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two or thpe^ who have, like the erriti^ 
vestala of •old5 'been immured beneath 
an enornouoise stone^ -which covers the 
entra.Bce to a vault at ^e ieot of the 
staira^ with only a small portion of bread 
aidd water, which tend only to prolong 
the miseries of its miserable inhabitants. ; 
When onee the stone which covers the 

« 

entfgfice of it igirpkieed rn the aperture 
His^utteriy impossible for any two per- 
spns to move it, and when the UQfortu** 
nat^ Yietim itfeo» its marble jaws -have 
leA to itefct€l)the destiny ^sirretrieva^ 
Uy fixed* «I haveofiot known a singl^^ 
in^^tts^ce i&;w4)ioh this sentende has 
b€K)nt nevefeed. With this punishment 
I ^4Wi^ofte» b^eii^ tbreatened by the 
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cruel and vindictive Bernardo. He is 
one of the oldest members of the man- 
rauding troop^ and his savage disposi- 
tion well fits him for the post he holds 
among them. Next to the captaiii^ 
. whom, by the bye, I have never yet 
seen, but of whom I have heard greiat 
mention, he is the commander and the 
confidence of the corps. The reoaaiii* [_ 
der of the troop were then young in the 
service. 

. I soon found myself by habit some- 

- ■■•■ •• ••'.'•.■■ J? ui^ 

what reconciled to my situatiout ibr,^ 
except confinement, which has always 
been the most strict, I have experit 
euced no niaterial inconvenieoce, and^ , 
I even now, rest in hope that somci ifer* 
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tunate chance may bring about a meet- 
ing between my goalers and the officqrs, 
of justice^ for to such a circumstance 
alone shall I ever be indebted for my 
liberty. Escape is impossible. Their 
f<pars are alive to every stratagem ths^t 
i^genuiity could invent^ or courage ex^« 
cut^. I shall steal to your chamber, if 

, > . ■ 1 i J ' ■ ■ t ; 1 ■ • ■ ' . * ■ • 

■ I . • ■ ■ ■ 

possible. bef9re you leav^ this place^.as 
I feel anxious to kpow of incidents 
which my flight, involuntary as it 
was from the Chateau, nrevented my 
knowing. , * * * . f 

Angela, pale, melanchdy, and trern* > 
blmg, deposited the story of her bjam* 
ble iinend in her bo$om« With the 

tOL. I. P 



i ■ '. , ■■■."•». 



170 ITAUAN MAURAVI>ERS; 

major part of- the incidents ivhich it 
^ntained she was al ready , from report;, 
acquainted ; but stilt the narrative was 
welcome to her ; every moment which 
Ae spent apart fh)m herself was a wel- 
come 00^9 and she considered Ibem as 
to many added to her existence* Mar- 
garetta now appeared; . i 

" Yote find/*' said the good woman, 
as she entered; ** that imr fates are 
ulike unfortunate. A reciprocity |a 
aflSiction* dirawv a tie between^ the' yl<h 
timsof misfortune, which u^ptbing p^B 
severe and the bond, though a m§]aii* 
<fao]y one, istrengthens as the capSQof 
it increases/^ l 

*' True," replied Angelay^coQviqped 
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ci the trtith of the remark, " I «rt 
sorfjr that it i» fi^diiy ^iq^ence yott 
Judge fldcorreetly/' 

^•Ib€f|pyow patrd6tt, Sigbwa,'' r^ 
^lied MM*gamM, ^ 1 fr^ not {>r68<ii<rp>- 
tion suflksieM t<y ki«Md (Hsti tlife ^tdrcTft 
^h<mld apply in this iilstancei. The 
infinite difference between ni—**^.-' • ; - 

^^ Say no miere, I pr^ yon/' Mid 
Angela, rlsitinjg her wearied frame otif 
aieshmldef of" her atHendaM,' '' ^ dif- 
fefeiM^^hiebtiever existed butin th^ 
imagination of the overbettrii^ tlild 
priktiy ndvf'e^tises to be even in^ idea, 
aiMl»I cwi' but call you fri^ilid/* ' 

Margaretta fed Angela to a chair. 
••Pray tell' i»e/^ <toimiiued she, *^do 

12 



V 
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the fiunilie$ of ^^cmtgol^ and deValri 

' mont yet exist, fi^rther xhaxi\ywne\V\,y 

'. . . '• .... ' _ ■ 

*^ Scarcely," replied Angela* /Mwo 
years since my aiother died» n^y lather' 
scarcely snrvived the shock which her 
death gave him, and be followed her to 
the grave, and then was followed thither 
himself. Oh, Heavens, that so short a 
time shoidd have taught me the bitter 
lesson which I had to learn; bid me 
put the cup of happiness to my lip, and 
• tumtheepcfaanting draught to poison 

as we takei it." 

Margaretta wept, Angela CQuId not 
weep, but placing herself in her chair, 
with stoical indifference r reviewed the 
pa$fc scenes of her iife^ and as memory 
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Sketched the chequered picture, a con-' 
vulsed latigh or broken sigh were all 
tb6 indication which she gave of ex« 
ktence. 



. :^.'-.. .t- ■ 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Valerio de Valoiont was just stefxping^ 
into his chariot to visit the DuTife de 
y ^ when a messenger, nearly 



I ■ 






sinking wtth fatigue, and covered wUh 
dust, delivered a letter into bis hahd^ 
In the Messenger he recognized a ser- 
yant of the Montgolfi Family ^ he im-. 
mediately returned into the house, and 
opening the letter, began a perusal oT 
its contents. . 
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** III, datigerously ill, and I not near 
him,'*^ coiitmued he, readings <* order 
Conrade immediately to prepare for 
our departure." 

Valerio, after sending his esrcwee t4> 

the Duke de V ^ retired to his 

library to arrange his most pressing af^*^ 
fairsi 

The earliest appearance of the rays 
of the sun in tlie East, savr Valerio and' 
Conrade leave Paris* They soon left 
that fascinatiBg capital far m their 
rear. 

•' We must use our utmost speed,'* 
Said Valerioi. •» the situation of the 

Marquis demands iV 

' '' • ■- . *• ' • •■ . • 

• " We atail find tiie dekctaUe studs 

14 
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ivhich we shaH meet with on the r6&3» 
«eGQn4ourinteDtion>'' replied Coiirade; 
^ but we will not pass that cursed feresf 
alone ; tiie bare idea xnsfkes me tpemble; 
Jt was tbose robbers, doubtless, that 
i^tsacked yduF Chateau, and carried 
away my Margaretta, If they should 
attempt the same game with us, som^ 

tm 

erf them shall feel the weight of our 
swords. I will revenge her, while I canf 
t>Hel:atnan of them* oti the field^' 
.^*^: Qonaolfci yowcself withtbb idea ttmV 
we willdtiot attempt it without attend^^ 
aAce.''^-- ■• '' .ui ■• .-. lO '■■'•■■ 

.i^iYes,:>iUcte attendance as we shaif> 
get on the ; ^rders," i*eplied Gonrade'il 
** a set of cowardly^ miscreants^ who> 
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would rattier scam-per twenty miles aiH 
other way, ihao lifl a sword aglfcinst a 
robber^ at lany tioie." - 

val^rio, whose reflections were not 
of the most consolatary descrt^ptiotiy 
' could not support a conversatioli, and 
fell into a reverie, from which. he was 
onlyt.roused by Gonrade's hint^ that ha 
should change his^ horse at the ine^. 

** Right," said the Count, ''I forgot 
that: the ' horse faajs not the same moi-^ 
tive^ for perseverance which I have. 

*• True/* said Conrade, " like mjf 
o)d masteri yoar guardiaa ; he was stir- 
priffod when the horse dropped iuidsr 



"bv. 
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liiin, forgetting that UMd aniniiyi^ily n^ 
in Io?e d8 well aa hiifisfiff«.^ 

_ ■ ** 

The County natwHbstwding' tlie me^ 
tancboly ideat which preyed iipenFhis^ 
mindy could not forbear a inviile at thi»: 
iodicFOUi remark of hia servants 

They had hy this time reeehed the 
inxh and CoBrade, dismouiiting to ior 
i^ire if the landlord could aecMHiKK 
date them with complete steeds^, on 
which tfady might pursue their jtcmtneyi 
the landlord^ who wa6> as be atserted^ 
the only maa who conU do it w-itbin 
thirty niiles, in$tatrtly compliest with 
their request, and led firoiga bia stable a 
pair oi animals^ the wry appearance 



1 
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ef which deterred Vaterio andOongrad 
from trusting^ them. 

"Can you,!' said.lbe iprnier, ** ac* 
commodate uft.Wilh. a post chariot, and 
£Mir of. those delectable creatures?" 
. " Delectable creiatuiies/' repeated 
the landlord, I'll venture a leap frofti 
the « summit of one of the Appennines 
with you, that there is not such an* 
other puir betityeeii this^and. the Alps/' 

'* I hope not," said.Gonrade, " but 
will yoia bringouttm) mbre,.or I. am 
i&aid we will neversreach the Alps.'f 
: " Wby, m try ;, but the numerous 
equipage wfaicbJbave passed^ jmd which 
ia^rariably stop at my door ; they know, 
by the byci they cannot procure such^ 
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any where else^have nearly drained me; 
of my stock of horses^ but FU try ta 
accommodate vou/* . —/. 

*' Then have the goodness to do U 
immediately^'' said Conrade, impatienit' 
at the deliay wbieb the host's imperii* 
cent nonsense occasionddw 

.The latter did as be was desired*/ andf 
harnessing them all to the ohaise3 or^ 
dered the postilion to convince the gen*^-. 
tleman^ that they bad not their equal. 

Valerio took bis seat in the ^-v^ehi^kt^.'^ 
desiring Conrade to dp the same> and' 
having fastened, the door, they 4rov^. 
off at wliat, the landlord called a foriousr 

AiJri>C/«. 

They continued, theif toute, fire^!' 
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quently ctiaAging^ horses, as the bad*- 
ness of the roads rendered it impossiblci? 
for the poor animals to go h)r»g istagesj 
till they arrived at the last inn, which 
was <m the borders of the forest. Oii 
the arrival of the carriage, the host, aB» 
iisua^ ran to receive the travellers. 

** Can we procure any people who 
will accompany us through the forest ?'*'^ 
said Valeric to the man as he allghtedi.^ 

** Yes, Seignor,'^ replied he 5 that cot- 
tage wfeich is built on the side of the 
hili^ is the residence df art old man dnd 
his two sons, they frequently accom* 
pany travellers across the heath. " 

" Will you shew me the best Vay ta 
their abode?^^ said ValeriOi 



-»« 
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. The foBdloi4i^li6dkiilha'affijl4v^ 
tive, and they left the iati.t^ dijaoover the 
Ksidence of old.Nicolue. HaviDg ta* 
fceathe proposed^ tracks.. they moh ar- 
med at the small wieket whkkdeAnil^ 
ed the iqpproach to the oottage» ibegr 
announced themaelf M, and the saliita* 
tion w-aa returaediiry ayoang pe^sesit^ 
whom VafaerW^di0C0i«dr nvM the yotmg 

<< J^ ydur Ifttber: at hmMj^ii^^QO ?'' 
asad the ktndlord to the yo«tit liiam s 

<^ i^fo»'' r€tiii!iwl'iMie other, ^ heandi 
jny brotber« are at ^esejoifc aaraj ift'om^ 
home;, bMltHpeettto^aa hy twciveib^ 






/ 
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^ Tlus SigBor' ( wwts yon lA for 
-glides across Cbe forest*.'* 

^* Across the forest !'^ repeated be 
^ he surely does* not intend crossittg. 
Uabe* forest tonaij^ti I would not ac* 
Dnllbpany him for the ' whole wealth^ 
whksh the banditti^ ivho ha^e haunted 
the forest;, as my father tells me, these 
j^re-^d-forty yeaiv^have eollected/' 

Valeria smiled at his i^ehemeneef 
but,, though cowafdioe ntther thaalreal 
dai^er 4i<:t&te<i hia words. 

'< If/' GOPtinaad-HM.yottag f e«0bi^ 
*^ surmise w'il de» ive wfe nil at year 
jerviea But tey fotber isf as IHghiM 
as any of us at the idea of ctiatmf: it 
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" Signor/' said the landlord to Va- 
leric, " will sun-rise answer ybvr pur-^ 
pose. I wUl engage to provide you thar^ 
best bed round the country.** 

Valeric at length, though very rdue^ 
tantly, consented to cpntinuc the night ' 
at the Inn/and having engaged th^^ 
young peasant, together with bi^ father 
and brother, to accompany them hf^ 
sun-rise, they returned hither. On * 
their arrival Valeric immediately rew 
tired to the apartment allotted hitir, - 
desiring Conrade to Hidtowhis exam^ple^ri 
that, they might profit as-mudl as pos^* 
sible by the delay which secesnty oc^*^ 
casiened. .^ • .'i:* 

'V^earied with tl^ ieitigjiea ;ta whi<?])^^ 
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he had been ^^posed dttrhig the last 
few daysy. he bad ficareely rested hHl 
head oa his piliov^ ere slumber, sdft-^ 
and refreshingi* visited his ejeUds; ahd ■ 
his anxious hopes and fears were at 
.ouc^iost in the litheao- balm of forget*^ 

liib>ess. 

IThe-iirdt ruddy tints of the morning^ 
however, beheld the aged Nicolus and 
his two sons at the gate of the Inn. 
Ao: soon .as ;Vakrio> was' iififormed of 
thejr iittedtdance; he hastened* tdyin-cM'^ 
parefor his departurl^; ^drd^rli^ Cotfi-' 
rade^: U ihe same ' tim^ ' to l^d thie^^ ' 
hoi^s&om the stable r; they tctok leAV^'^ 
of their hospitable host, and dtiter^ ' 
dttiUMvr t«ipid«ffii tQbte*<£ict«H» the dreary 
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forest: ^' ^pme iyfmtyye&s6^^o%** 
Conrade^ breakiotg^ jadk |ei^ti»|, l^e m» 
lence wh^ch had Lilberto fS!^vaaiitdy^^ I 
remeinber.cvossmg tht» jieatb,: dtirittg 
my servitude vf^itiii jour giiaa*dkin«. J^ 
i¥as to that jcaarney^ and to tht robWUft 
Vfho infest these caverns^ my mntet 
was indeblecl for the friendship of yciir 

*^ Yes,** said Valerio, ** an uiAntn^ 
nate ci^ce was prodiicfeive of dia 
most, beneficial effi^ts>^ hat ioc ihat^ 
^he moment u4xieh rendered mefathetj^ 
}ess^ would likewise Jbave' madtt' vie 
fiiendtess/* -^ ^ 
'. " Signot/' said Nicokl^ ; " did 7011 
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^ever fed' tbe weight of the Sword of 
^oe of these rbbbersj" 
V *'Not of orie of them,'* returned 
Gonrttde; <^for I believe there were, at 
least, twenty in the first attack^ and 
but for assistance, I bad long been de» 
IKMited in the tomb of my forefathers. 
V«]|eniQ jmiled. 

" If," said Nicolus, « we should 
xheet the robbers, we may conclude 
purselves lost for ever, for they seldom 
wifer thc«e to escape who are once 
within theur reach, and that you should 
be now in exiatence, after an encounter 
with them, is aingyost miraculous: I 
.woidd not joi^t thein for aU the wealth 
which they have accumulated. It is 
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notj however, probable we /shall, see 
th^ on this side the forest,- as thej^. 
have retired to their holes for theday. 
By the tiiDC we reach thjei • farthest exr 
tremity of it, the sdn will be oa.its 
descent, and then they saUy forth .. ,u 
"The executive must be badly goii% 
ducted^" returned Conrade^ " thal^^Jiiey^ 
have not purged the earth of these mi^^ 
creants.'' ' .^,. 

« Truly so,'* returned Nicoli^s,, *' l»^, 
various, detachments of the Emperor'^, 
troops have in vain attempted to di^,w 
cover their . retreat : tbeir^ res^arohei^ 
haive always proved fruitless." . ,., 

Then I think eitlier. conduct or 
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tbbnrai?e inttst b6 wanting," fetiirned 
ValenoV -' >'■ ^- ■•••• -■ 

■ ■ . • 

/^ Their tetitetnent, wherever it may 
hey is ihdccie^ibie,'' retorned Nicolas, 
**^they have robbed and 'murdered peo- 
ple even on tlie very heels of a retreat* 
liig soldiery. ' But they have the ineana 
of rehderinga pursuit of them im'prac- 
tibte: 'When they sound a retreat, 
#hich is but seldom, one iuight as weU 
iitemiit''^ to remove the show* which 
coveb the Alps, with boiling water^ as 
uprsuethem. 

'./"Hien they must both be ver^f^ 
impraciible/' returned Ccmrade. 
' '*' i ^oiiild Hot like to be engaged itt 
eidiier,*' replied JoannO) '*tbe snoW 
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would heesLe me in tile piie^ attdkihe 
sight of the robbers in the other% 

. Coarade hmghisdi Vakno^ib^wet^r^ 
took noi inteceBti inr the pasiing. seeiM; 
flaoa iQTolved hioMidlf iri die sileot tet* 
flections o( hiw <mflr besom; Tikr 
alarming' intimation nnhich. be liaxk Mt^r 
eeifed respecting thestat6rollhia«ftitmd» 
healthy MeA'his*- mind with^ disagreit^ 
abhr idea8« I£ tbe hand ^£ death sttonU 
elaim' bis last breathy: he vOsdainMll 
meptidly, before I^reacii; the rumn^^f 
my early years, to what.peril^iBajr^^tt^k 
qiy: beloved* -Angela ^ be expe^^ the 
tender tearv perhaps^ may not' beaMe 
tjQf^move the obdurMe hearb of sotee 
i«flQ;!dbie guardian, .whom the 



I, 
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qtiis'may tippoint If it should' be his 
brotheiv I tremble at the idea^ Angela 
ill the power of Manfredino; oh, hea- 
vens! well fittedibrhisoccnpatioDtthe 
tears^ of the widow and the orphan 
woltld in vaiir plead the cause of a fallen 
enetny, whom his sword had levelled 
With the earth* What win be fhe path 
ef ' my betoved in the protection of such 
liiimati. ' As soon would the bleating of 
f)ie farinb move the insatiate jaws of a 
Wolfe, to pity and'com passion. Alike, 
unheard and unseen, would be the heart- 
]»M>ving complaints, and the starting 
iMir of a child whom a thirst for war 
and blbodshed' had licenced to render 
fiidt^less. It m^st not be, oh ! hea« 
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vensl it must not be. Would I w^re 
now beside the couch of my revered 
protector. Ob ! heaven, spare hiou 

Urged by the agony of reflectiony in- 
which he was involved^ he unmerciful* 
ly applied his spurs to the sides of bit 
courseri who, quickening bis pace, 
would ffOQU have left the xesaBvadfiv g£ 
the party &r behind, had not Cdnradft 
immediately ^owed bimu ami by atx 
exertion of his lungs, recalled him to ji^ 
sense of his situation. ■■..'.': ^ '^ 

Valerio, stiil na his wakiijtg dream of 
tnisery, stopped modiaucally; ' ^ --':.- ^ 

*^ My dear Master^'.^ said Connde^r^ 
as be Teacbed; the spot wberi&^e C^mk 
bad stayed his :^hofiei^^^ it is uttteri^ 



?'•' 
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impossible for our guides at least to 
keep up with you. Their horses are 
nearly done up already^ aud we shall 
l)e scarcely able to reach the end of otir 
journey on our own^ xf you continue 
4»t this rate/' 

,. Vajerio was perfeclly convinced of 
tbis> and itri?iag to recall his scattered 
«euses» hejuaden feint effort tp speak. 

< Old Nicolui aud bis two sopsliad by 
tliiaAine reached the qpot. ^ - 

«« We had better/' said the bldnffii; 
^^be ia company, as we hare fieariy 
reached that part of the foivst most 
ips^teed with tte 

JoNofeo «bd bis brother grew pQte at 
he MMtien <^. theM wwds^ 

VOL. I. K 



194 ITALIAN MAURAUfiERS. 



" On our return," continued the old 
man, '^ we shall have nothing to fear, 
they seldom attack people of our des- 
cription : but yon are not safe even 
after you have passed the forest; T 
have seen them attack buildings withouE . 
the precincts of the forest. Do you 
not recollect Colvo,""**-continued hd 
turning to his eldest son, '' som^ siii' 
teen or seventeen years ago, whea wa. 
witnessed them irurrouudiog the Cha- 
teau i)i Valmont ?" 

■ • . '. . ^ 

Valerio started, CoiiiAde taf ntsS p4e. 



t ^ 

«' Yes, i do," replied the one Whom 
the old man addressed, ^* I V^as thai 

scarcely tii^elve year6 of age, I recol- 

' ■ * 

lect crawlins under tte clAise, ia 
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wWdh fcfi^o ladies were confined, for 
shelter «^ih€« the storm which then 
raged t|r|th sodi fui*y.*' 

Conride regarded the 6ld man with 
ft sc]1itmNeit%> gaiie : " can you give 

us any particulars," said he, ** of the 

« 

incidents df that night/* 

** Very few,*' relied the old man, 
^' but dH)se tew are for ever impriatect 
dh^trty i^eJiection." " 
• ** Relate th^hi," replied Gourade, 
iscatcely aSfe to conceal his iriterhial 

'"^ Ih the first ^ce. Signer," said 
the StS: mm, ^* f t Will be necessary to 
fli^ferfii yoiij Vj[kit I fidd been occupied 
13ffe ' WfiSte (key hi conducting three 

£8 
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.geDtlemen across the forest to the riU 
lagewhichskirtsitontheotherside. Arid 
haying more courage <tbaa prudence* 
I -ventured on oiy return ^the same 
night .1 had, .however, scarcely g(ft 
two miles ere» by the noise of their 
horses' feet, I heard a troop of what I 
immediately concluded then to be 
•brigands. I seizediray son's arm, and 
dragging him, rather then leading him* 
along* we concealed ourselves iA the 
icourt-j/nrd.of the Count de Valmonfa 
liouse. Our choice of a hiding place, 
however* was unforton&te, Wie had 
.scarcely taken our stations* ere the 
whole troop, together with a chaise^ 
entered the courts they all inqmediately 
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alligbted^ anci surrounding the house, 
swore with, bitter oatlis imprecating tha^ 
tbey would level it with the earthy they 
soon forced the gate of the hospitable 

mansion, and for a while all was hushed^^ 

-f 111 

the thunder howled most bodingly over 
0urhead8> andthe rain rushed in tOF« 
rents from the over-charged' clouds, 

* . ■ ' ■ 

9.0W and then a gleam of forked fire 
Ulumini^d. the. exterior of tbe^mansion; 

.; ■ ■'■■■ 

9 part agafh appe»red'at thegate^ with' 
torche^t bearing twe screaming females 
in their arms, andgoing,tO'the chaise 
put them inj|.apd again returned to the 
bouse. I. now desired. Colvo to follow- 

me, and softly stealing from behind 

■■.■..*..,■' 

thje pillars^ wecrawied under the chaise.- 

V '-• ta. -•.■ :. ■ ■ . • ■ , ■ 

K3 
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Ad ^rin within die biiitdiug 8^a 
compelled' U6 to rest 8l»iH^ which sttbod*- 
^igj w^ iHioe more stole from our epa-* 
i^alment. Tbi^ vrolence of the stoRnv 
liow^ver^ had not in the least abated, 
\iii% cougrtitulaling ourselves on our 
iTortiuiate eseapej we wete hnpbrioos^ta 
its pekings**' :/ . 

AV'bftt oiuat l>ave bc«n Ut^'seosatioiift 
of Valerio and CooiMte at f hiB reciiaL 
<^ Alas !- ' sftid the latter to his master, 
'* we were too i^tally correct wfaenL we 
imagined M^rg^ett^ and Anna :«quihe 
hands of the banditti. These wretehea,, 
regardilesg of the dictates of iuinuuittj^ 
ha?e doubtleas immured them both ia 
\ke infernM caT>efeii8» wluth^r X fsare 
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not if I follow them: but ibis S:Wqrd 
shall find a passage, through their 
obdurate hearts^ ere I tamely yield to 
their (xtiains^" drawing his sivord as he 
spoke. 

Yalerio, though scarcely less afTeqted^. 
smiled at his enthusiasm, and. calmly 
desired him to sheath it again^ till a^ fit 
objject for his heroism presented itself. . 
£Fe did: a& Itj^ wa^^ desired^, debarring, 
vengeance agaiust the base villains who 

'■ .hadi^obbed him of a wife and gf.bappi- 
ness) forkeen recoUei^tion brought to his- 
Fcmembrance the tr^mquU hour^ he had . 

;. spent at the Chateau de Valpf^pnt. 

. NicoluBsaod hi# two son^ wer^ sur- 

. .prised and alarmed at the extri^Tagpance 

»4, 
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of Conrade. " Slgnor/'^ said* the old 
man to him, " does my short story re- 
Vive disagreeable recollections— were 
3 oil in any way connected with those 
resident at the Chateau ?" 

" Yes— No I" hesitatingly reph'ed 
Conrade. '^ I had a slight connexion 
with — with — ^but no matter; rilbnry 
my sword deeper in their bosoms for 
every pang they have made me feel." 

** And they are not few, good Cou* 

■ * « 

rade/' said Valerio. 
•* Not a few, indeed,** replifed Con* 

■ » 

radeV they have been the authors of 

all our misery from the time I first 

'■./■' 
crossed this heath in the service of the 



..J 
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then young Marquis di MontgoHiy 
now your guardian to this^tnomelit,? . .. 

They had nowreaSdhed the last wind-, 
ing. of the road when their :att'entio9'' 
was arrested by a loud and rep^ated^^ 
whistle. . ' 

"'We^are all lost/! said the aged Ni-^^' 
colus,./* the banditti' are inour rear.** 

■ * ■ 

'^ I bopO' they will continue so/* re- 
plied Conrade^ setting spms to the sides^ 
of his horse; the whole party did the 
same, and reached the top dTthe hill in 
full speed. . Valerioturaed^ if possible^ , 
to. see^ tl^eir numbers. He^ however^ . 
could discover no one. . . . 

*'OuT fears ovescome our judgmental ' 
be}ieve/'>iNuA .1)6 as he joined themi^r 
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^ I cannot discern any one iil^ pQrtt^ 
of ug." 

"Probably noi,*^ Kfilied Kicolus; 
** nor sliall we sefe them mitil thej^ a#e 
within sword's length ; they arfe so welt 
acquainted with the intricacies of tlle« 
forest^ tiiat they ne?er shew tlMBmselvies 
t^ill they are up with their i^i^Tinls,. find 
the unfortunate travellei; findl^ hims^elf 
surroundeid ere he kas imagined liia 
danger.*' 

A few mimit^s vdrifi^' the ott fniin'a 
prognostics. Lond whistles on all 0idm 
stfnck disinaj into the bea^i^ and coun^ 
tenances of the pArfrf, and ere they 
had recovered sutBoknaf ]|^'fes^nee' of 



■kl 
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pottoded; by a troop of bandi);ti^ who 
suffered the peasants to escape • 

Valerioand Gonrade> however, at- 
t^miH;ed.to &tem the torrent, but in- 
vain ; a thrust from one of the troop 
brought the latter to the earth ; not, 
lirowever, till he had buried his sword' 
in the bosom of their leader* Valerio, 
at length, faint from loss of bloody and 
the numerous woundsr he bad received^ 
fell from his horse ; and the whole troops 
conceiving. their business complete^ left. 
tbe spot; 

The sunv at tengtli^ deseendiiig be*- 
hind the distant hilK ceased to itlninhie 
oor hemispheret wmI night's shadowy 
jp^^jOf]^ jfStffKdA Ht^wti^ shade. 



#.^ 
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oYifr the whole spot^ when a peasaqV 
returning from a small village; wjiiicb; 
skirted the forest^ saw two men psJe, 
bleeding, and senseless^ lyiug beneatk 
the shade of an enormous ash^ whiciv 
bordered, the. road. He immediateljn: 
alighted fcom his vehicle, and going 
to t;h^ spot, discovered that they:, stilt. 

breatlied. ; . - i . 

Compassion, had never been a stran--' -■ 

ger to his bospm; he therefore lii):ed^ 
them into his machine, as tenderly, as. . 
possible, lest l?e should open afresk.. 
th^r, halfrpl4)ised woundiSi and conveyed 3 
themX0^i9 collage,; tyisg their hoises^ . 
whi4^)he fQUQ4 M^^^m^g^ n^r them> to, :. 
the tail of ^m<^*y Qa vmmfi^ H^ >^ 
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portal of his lonely mansion^ he gehtiy- 
' tapped^ and a young woman came ta 
the gate. - 

'< Geraldine/' said the good peasantj^ 
" go, prepare your mother for the re? 
ception of two victims to the swords of 
our neighbours.!* 

Geraldine screamed. The. old man 
having alighted^ entered the hut^ and 
ordering his wife and daughter to follow 
him, they returned to the cart which 
contained the unfortunate objects of 
their benevolence,, bearing a lamp. 
They together carried Valerio inta 
their abode, .< and; placed him on a bedj^ 
and^returoing for C0Brade,,fae was soeft 
placed by the side of his master. 



.1! 
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A tedious interval elaptsed^ ere tlie 
utmost exertions of the .hoisj^itablve ceil* 
tagers for the recovery of their wotmded 
guests were crowned even with a token 
of success; and after some time 8|)eht 
in frtiitless expectation, the good pea* 
sant desired his wife and daughter ta 
retire, determining to pass the night by 
the sidte of the couch on wWch lay his 
unfortunate patient. - 

Morning dawned ere the wishes of 
the benevolent man wete crowned with 
a prospect df success, ^wad then, 
Aowever, the pufee of Valferio gfadimHy 
Increased iti quickness. A coirvulsite 
movement of the lips caused tbe pei^ 
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sflsit to itert fimtt Ills' seat» and he left^ 
the roon to catt - hte daughter. 
^ Geraidme hastHy aroe^ and enterad- 
the apartment ol tba kt^valid. Oar- 
bero hadhy this time opened his eyes> 
and oasl^ng them on his presar^er^ be«< 
gan to comprehend the fieene, and? 
made a feeble attempt to utter an ex-^ 
presisioa of gratitude; his strength^ 
hoH^ever^ was unequal to the effort^ 
and he sunlt bach on his pillow^ A 
SQCcesBful applieatioii) ho wev«r>^ agaio 
lastored l)Mn to his senses^ 
\ ' ^ Bjir wbalrfata} ohance am I haro^^* 
hasavtkiafeted io a feebta toHla^ tMaiiil; 
Jua va<»aib aad suake^-ejestt^waidi hir 
ivmi^y hosts whfii> catoltiDg a^^jps^ 
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of Cporade, who lay still* seaselesB be- •. 
side him, he contioued — *' Qh J Me»^ r • 
vensy.can it be pomblei oould' BOt 
their thicstysiwrds spare the^^mymore r 
thaD friend. He/ranticly.took his^&ithr - 
fill .servant's hand. Can such injustice.: 
as this be permitted by Heaven i? he.^ . 
continued^. ^* an d ■ " ;. 

He could not articulate more, ;tha^^ 
his lips still moved. A ^ deep gashi 
whicb he had received in his breasti 
opened^ afresh^ . and reeoUecUoBy re- 
venge, all were: lost witb the hl^od that'; 
fioved from the wounijL Ob applying 
anotjier;baBdags« however,; the, effasioa { 
was stopped, and a gentle sleep wbicfaK 
succ(^^^9 seenied i to, . have. jtbsQrbfld. v 
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for a time^ the recollection of his mis* 
fortunes. 

Conrade now claimed the imdrvidetf 
care of his preserver. A conyulsivie^ ' ' 
noise in his throat, gave a token whichf 
they heard with joy, and he shortly af- " 
ter opened his eyes. The sight of his 
master completely recalled his Rcattered- 
ideas. •-' 

" CompoBci yourself,** said the old - 
many seeing Conrade about to speak>' ' 
<* Your master, for such suppose hiov 
tc be/ is out of danger." 

** Heaven be praised," replied Con-' • 
radei *« the fell purpose of tlieate'' 
wretches ig defeated.** . >,.. 

<* If possible,'* ^ replied the peasgnti ' 
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*' fblloW'the example of your master ;'* 
and, anxious that his advice shftuld be 
token^ be adaiuistered a compositig 
haughty which he, with difficidtyf pre- 
vailed on Coiirade to swaUow,, aad de- 
siring his daughter to follow him> he 
Ml; the room; ttnd Comatle^ w^ose 
ideas were t^ much deranged to admit 
of his reflecting on the situation, in 
which be was placed^ soooNfor^fc e^-cu:^ 
thing. . i 

The sua of the succeeding morning 
had attained the sununit of the highest 
hilly «ie the. lethargy, iu: whipb? 4hey 
were iavolveci, deserted ithem* The 

m 

entrance of their hosti, at length aroused 
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tliQin. They went both ctmrnddnMy 
recavered, 

^ €$ ^Tts weiy said throU man, ashe 
^ntere^, ^ I find m.y pains have* oot 
been io vaiih'' ; . i . j 

Valer io motioned : his gratitude^ bot 
was not ai^'.to speak. 
'- :M hmlllesive jfow again> V continued 
riie^rid nnn^ '^yoa cannot jet bear 

^ eonverBati6n.^'V 

. The old man retired. 

■Three dajAs elapsed ere thejwere, in 
the opinion of' the old peasant, sufi** 

\ diently . restored to beiar eonversfltiiln. 

'the &tA ttse Idi^ AMeof the. perniis« 
si^A^whibb he at length g^ve tbem, was 
to request- he would inform them of theh 
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circumstanees which occurred immer 

' •' • ■ ■ - 

diately after they became sen^Iess; 

" You, Sigmxrs," replied the x>\d 
man, ^' are not the first whom, ther; 
svvords of these wretches haire disabledji. 
But you are more fortunate than many; 
whom they leave, m the situation^ iii^. 
which we discovered you, Iheyi fre-- 

I • ■ • 1 . 

quebtjy kave theiir victims for wolves^- 
to gnaw, as their intentioni^.tQWacds yoiju 
wfe're doubtiess as benevolent ;^Ulitough,r 

■ . , . ■ . ^'-Ui - ■ ■ \ »■ -- 

jtjiahk Heaven,: they have not suQce^d- 
ed. Th^y have now become so for*. 
Dftdable," ebntlniied the old man, *' that 
&W people iattempt. J>assing without 
guards/ iTh^y do not,: however,, con^^i 
$he their depredations to the forest,- 

"1 •■ - • . ..•■ N *-., -, ■-■•r 
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imtny of them are in the pay of thjd 
great/' 

An idea <2ro&sedl)te mincl "^tt this in* 

formation, but it quickly surbnded*. 

^'Who/' exdaimed he, 4iiiehtal1y, 

'^^ could have an interest in my deaths 

2>ut ^tis- aecident, they ai;e no banditti 

of the common herd> and the dnoney 

^liich J 8tiU possess was not their oIk 

jeet. My death tbfin could be thfiir 

only Jtimuhis^ in that they have iiot mo^ 

ceeded/* r 

, The old Peasant C9BtiDiied, *^ Th^ 

\are convenient appendage to t]be,r0ir 

nae of gomeof our nobles. An pJlDJi^Ql 

of envy, or -hatred' is by their m«|pa 

quickly removed^ and th^ difN^ppear- 



-< 
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a^be of a-rival in the fatOtt<»dfh#*'dfa 
mistress or a prince is no unconiKbiiiil^ 
thing iu the well-regidftted pdlkN^ of 



• 



. 'Vdlerio sbdddei^dat ditfliorndVriitli; 

HisiBfonncrcbotiiliied: '^ 

The inttMOces of this kfiid Whi{^'b6v4 

M^ned Unoe f htiive IMM^ tJM ili^^ 

on Uiose unfortunates, whom tfi^^i/g^ 
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continue your ■ joutney. Yoar horses 
which I found near the spot^ are sfdfe 
in my stable. 

Valerio fett gratified ait this piece of 
information^ and bis, gr&titude towards 
his benevolent preserver was unbouBd- 
cd. Two weeks fpassedi and the rapiil 
recovery of their sfrengtli proknised a 
speedy termination t6 {beh* confine- 
ment; when^ One evenings as Valerio 
and Conrade. were sitting together .at 
the window of .their ^hamberj recapi« 
tul^tiog. the occjnrrences of the bst 
month, the vanity of a young man, who 
took his statiotf lieiiedtii l9ie -^iodoT^ of 
the apartttiMit devdtdl ib tUi^ use of 
Qualjlinoi diverted their attention. J^e 
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8UDg the ^^UowiQg lides to his nm* 
tre«s:— 

. For tbee IVe bnkv^d the Alpine snowB, 
Hare climVd Uie moontain's tnfted heighW 
Hare forced the eagle to his Sight, 
' And left the proving wolf to ravenoiui crows^ 
Then lay, oh ! say, will thoa be aune ; 

like the lone dot e. 

That set above, 
. . Whote gentle inate». ., 

iHai met its ftle. 
And now its tender pains it telb» 
' To the tall trees and silent dells. 
And pHnts its sorrows on the Wr<;h*s rhink 

Tb ^hee end peace I bade adieii. 
When from my native fields I ilnir'dit 
i changed the city for the Aad^ 

And roamM from happiness and /on. 



\. 
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And hill and dale, ^ . .( 

-My moumfal tale ^ 

Responsive sigh'di 
While I, tahide 
My trackless steps, in caverns deep, 

• ■ - 

'Would sedk the ibrest, wood, and steep*; 
Attd wander ov^t^y^wretchiidncBs nbdned. 

Valerio inniled at the flKmrhfol coy 
thusia^n with irhieh th^ yoiftig maa 
repeated his lines^biit this s^Dsatioa 
was followed hy one more kiclixiing to 
pity» when he »w Oualdmo come firc«n\ 
tlhe back of- the hou^e^ as though hj 
iMi^^^^\»A hltti^ iate the wMd' 
which fromfea^«iie4Sottag«.; 
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•* The sighs. of>the 'lover are not at- 
tended to by the ine^able &tber of 



;thpi\yi^pl^ I -suppose' ' saidConrade 
laughing. 

.71 ^f Then be it pnrs to reconcile him to 

^Airaa^!' retunied Vaierio I ^'iothiaia- 

inily we oiK^ a debt of gcatitxide^:ia 

T$pay which our efforts most, be exert* 

iiiiitf and whic^caiinc^f be;;more'efiectu« 

ally xlon^ thra by;secc^ipg the Jia^^^ 

ness of his davghter." ' • - : , 

« ^, Xbey /.now left the itpartment, and 

antering r^h^t i^ ivhiph the oldfi.i^n|,. tp- 

gf&ther with bis \itife^ were siUiog.'iQfnjial 

.Jb^Bfl ^^c^l^^niiig f yi<^^ndy against the 

partiality of his daughtei:^ for . Cq^iAo, 

for that was the tffme of b^ young 

lovert 
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** B& paciiled^ my good Sir,** said 
Val^iV, '* and state the objectiotui 
ivhicH yotr have to ihi« Cosmo for yoifir 
son-in-law.** *• 

'' Objection^ replied the old main 
^'hkvel not i^oiMI reason to object & 
one%hb has neither' nvoney to«tipport> 
w a h6ttse*tty take bar to,** • v 

-■^WeFP,?* relied V^^ 
iM3t pdSsSUe to^ supply the want of 
eilhen!*' -' . 

" FossiMe ft ii> Signor> but Hot pro* 
Baible, money is reqniredto getinoiA^^ 

' and' he has not a ducat to begin wHh ; 

^limd^must I cotifide my daughter loathe 

■ m 

Citare of such a one ?*' 
^ ^Wiewshe returns,** replied Vale^ 

K 3 



y 
i^*-* 



f. 



ffO ITAUAN ^'~' 




t^idy ^ let bfer be itttrocldcM to me^ and 
if Coiukia accompanies her, let me see 
him lUcewise.'^ 

The old man promised to do as db» 
fired^ and an hour had scarcely elapsed 



ere thiy all joined the invalids in their 
apartment, to which they had previa 
ously retired. The young man ap»» 
peared to be nearly of the agig of Ger- 
aldine, with a prepossessing and gent^^^el 
air, nnusual to people of his descrij^r 
tion. *' He bad recenlly,'^ he siaid, in 
explanation, ^^ left a situation in th« 
city for the purpose of soliciting the 
haiid of his Geraidine^. and taking up 
his abode with hiS intended &tbeir-inr 
law. His 3uit, however, had teeh re- 
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j€cted^ apd in the heighto^ h» d^sjMur^ 
he had resolved^ in an iatertiew with • 
Oeraldine, to- persuade hep>if 'possible 
to elope with him. . To>thJs«propoBition ' 
Geraldiae had r dTusesd. her consent^ and 
they, had rctiiniedto'the house in order; 
if possible, td inoT«^ the heart of her 
father^ . 

. ^' Well," said Valetio, after a pause 
of some time, ^/ cannot this affair be 
arranged previous to my departure. 
Would you both like Jto visit the capi*^ 
tal?'' 

The old man shook hisKhead^ '^ I 
.lyould wish,!* said he, /^to retain my 
children round me^andwben age markd 
the termioation of my careerwith helj^ 
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Iramasii aod iiifinsiHjr>:I.siagr be bupt 
nHlfided hy thoae ito jvhom I am> atv 
t^lwtd by. &e iodissoluble ties of nap 
Inre aui a&ctieo.*^ . : ? 

^'^ It would be iU repajpng the grat^ 
^lida mhich I oiioe jou, my genecottfr 
im8errer».wem I tetear the pFopftftom 
your declining years^ and leave y0»> 
acjlitary and abaadotted^ I wtU myself 
establish Coamo .in any may yi» migr 

The gratitude c^ the young peopli» 
at the words of Valerio were unbbmdl»: 
edv TbqfT fell, on their knees before 
Hm^ and with tems of jay thanked'iiifia 
iOf th^ inbaresthe hadiakenin their hapi^ 
pioesfi^ CoondQ waa Affected at the 
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ehthttsktsm of joy which th^ benetoi^ 
lebce of IBS' master seem^ to have dif- 
fused/ Vffl'ejrio wJ« not" tesfts happyv 
The emotionsy which the reflection df 

/ 

living trebly repaid -am obligation, ex« 
tnte^ are the most grateftd inmates of 
lite hitman liihidw' But the reftectibh 
warnot rnimixed with pain. ** Would,*'^ 
he etmtinued, mentdlly, ** I were as 
near the possession of my An^a* w 
this young cottager is that of his bdoved 
Geraldine^ then indeed I shouM be- 
happy. But I must not reflect;' retro>» 
arpection too painfully pictures days dF 
childhood^ when Angela^ hanging 'Oil 
wy^ann^ would rivld fihe sofli^ note of 
tb» wiing liurik, at we '¥ftft together 
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seated in a spot; sacred to thememery 
of departed virtue. OhI happysbadesi 
.shalll ever revisit thy bowers? shi^l I 
ever agaiQ wander amid thy winding 
labyrioLths/' He was aroused^ a^ 
lengtbji by tlie voice of Conrade^.the 
words which the faitblul fellow was -ut* 
tering sunk deep in his bosom>%:there 
was an ancJogy between them, and the 
object of his meditation. . 

*' If," said Conrade^ " we should 
ever Teturn*^-— /* 

*^ Return from wbence^'' interrupt- 
ed the old man> as though inadveiV 
ently. 

'^ From the scenes which the delights 
All neighbourhood of Venice affords>'^ 
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returned Conrade, '* we shall I hope 
find you stnl here/* 

^ Most probably you will/* replied 

■■-■ ■ -•••*.' • ■ ' - ■ * 

the old man^ '^ this cottage ha» been 

the abode <rf my family this century, 

and I still inhabit it from a motive of 

respect to tlie memory of those depart- 

ed. In turn it came to me» and I shall 

Bequeath it to my son, with the hope 

that his descendants will inhabit it after 

fcim/' 

His auditors smiled at the enthusiasm 
With which the old man appeared to^ 
regard the cottage which had been the 
•bode of his sires. 

*^ Buttheclemency of the banditti," 
Teturned Valeric, *^ astonishes me/' 
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' " TlWy* replied t»teola niani^^^^^l^ 
never raofcsted us;' an* we cbnsidMr 
them rattier u^fnen^'thkit^etenximedt 
eioeones.' Thetr-objeiel js nottheiii^tifejf 
plondtir which my cottageifould afibrda 
THey^find theirpttrposeaiisnTOred i>cet^ 
term ibe' hearts of tbM6 vtt^wrlikQates 
Whbtn malice and revengek«diie04lfaeni' 
to^sacrifice/'^ ■ ^ ' ^^4. 

Valeria was aware^cif tiils^;aiMl:tiif 
motive of their forbearance was* fuUj 
iBwxplained. He, however, iB«hi$ pre*: 
sent' weal& state,, felt, weary at the iarp* 
tber. continuation, of the conversions 
and having expressed bisr^wish to b^ 
alone, his importunate friends left the: 
rooii) immediittdjr* Fatigued widbukh#^ 
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exertions of the day:, himself aotd Coo* 
fade aoon fell into a profound, slumber. 

A notherfortaight saw the completion 
^f tbeif views with respect to Cosmo^ 
4U(id a few days mace their own perfect 
oure evinced the skill and benevolence 
'dr their ipreservers, and Yalerio, anxi* 
fius to eontipue hi$ rout, took leave of 
Jiis kind host with the most heartfelt ex* 
|>vesai«Bs of gnktttttde. 
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